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Louder and Prouder
from the teachings of the Rebbe
on the Torah portion

Reb Moshe earned his living as an innkeeper in a small townlet. One day, the squire 
of the area came to him with a proposition. “Moshe, I am moving to a distant province. I 
must sell all of my property here. I have known you for many years and know, too, that 
you are very honest. I am willing to sell all of my property to you at only a tenth of its 
value if you give me the cash in a few days.”

Moshe’s reaction was that of joy at this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. He did not, 
however, have the amount of money in cash that the squire had named. Moshe’s wife 
offered the following solution. “If we sell all of our valuables, our silver and my jewelry, 
even our home, we will be able to come up with the money. Whatever we lack, I am 
certain we can borrow from friends and relatives. Thus we will be able to take advantage 
of this opportunity G-d has given us.”

Moshe followed his wife’s advice and set out for the squire’s estate with a purse filled 
with money. Along the way, he heard a blood-chilling shriek. He ran in the direction of the 
cry and found himself at the doorstep of a broken-down home. He entered the hovel and 
saw a dead man, surrounded by a woman and her seven ragged children.

Moshe sized up the situation. He hesitated but a moment and then took out his purse of 
money and handed it to the widow.

At first the distraught woman refused to accept such a large sum of money. But after 
much cajoling, Moshe managed to convince her to take it.

This incident caused a tremendous tumult in heaven. Moshe had given away all of 
his earthly possessions, and the opportunity to become a very wealthy man, for the sake 
of a mitzva (commandment)! The Heavenly Court was deciding what kind of reward to 
bestow upon this person when the Adversary complained, “Before any of your righteous 
are given gifts from Heaven, they are tested. I propose that I be allowed to descend to the 
world and test this man, to see if he is truly deserving of such a reward.”

Elijah the Prophet quickly intervened. “I beg of you. Let me be the one to administer 
the test. Even an utterly righteous person would be hard put to pass a test administered 
by this one!”

Moshe did not return home after giving the purse full of money to the widow and 
orphans. He decided to wander from town to town, trying to eke out a living and find 
a new place for his family to settle. That first evening, though famished and fatigued, 
Moshe’s happiness in having performed so great a mitzva was not lessened. At nightfall, 
he found a small synagogue and sat down to begin studying Torah. At that time, Elijah the 
Prophet, disguised as a distinguished and wealthy businessman, descended to this world. 
He found Moshe in the synagogue a day’s journey from his home.

The businessman asked Moshe what had brought him to this town and Moshe began 
to tell his tale. The businessman was very moved. “Thank G-d,” he began, “I have been 
blessed with more money than I could possibly use in my lifetime. I would like to offer 
you enough money to support your family for the rest of your life in exchange for the 
merit of the mitzva you performed today.”

Moshe was exhausted. His empty stomach cried out mercilessly. The offer was so 
tempting... But he caught himself and answered, “G-d gave me the rare opportunity to do 
this tremendous mitzva with utter self-sacrifice. I will not part with my mitzva for all the 
money in the world.”

The businessman persisted. “Your mitzva was indeed tremendous. I am willing to keep 
my part of the offer for just one-half of the merit of your mitzva.”

Again Moshe refused. And again, the businessman made a counter-offer. Moshe would 
not even part with one hundredth of the mitzva, for enough money to support himself and 
his wife for the rest of their lives.

Then, the businessman revealed himself. “I am Elijah the Prophet. You are indeed 
blessed. For not only have you performed a great mitzva, but you also withstood the 
temptation of selling even the smallest part of the mitzva. I have been told to offer you one 
of three rewards. Either you and your wife will be blessed with long and healthy lives, or 
you will be granted great wealth, or you will be blessed with a son who will be pious, a 
great scholar and a leader.”

This was the form of the menora: hammered work of 
gold, from its base to its flower it was hammered work... 
(Num. 8:4)
“Beaten work of gold,” explains Rashi, means that the 
menora was to be made of a single piece of gold, beaten 
or pounded until it assumed the proper shape. Likewise, a 
person who desires to transform himself into a “menora,” 
to kindle his G-dly spark and be illuminated with the light 
of Torah, should also do the same to himself - striking away 
at his negative qualities and working on his character until 
he, too, assumes the proper form. (Likutei Torah)

The base of the menora symbolizes the lowest level of 
Jews; the flowers, those on the highest spiritual plane. The 
Torah demands that the menora be made out of one piece 
of gold, just as the Jewish people is but one entity. Every 
Jew is incomplete by himself, without the rest of the Jewish 
nation, just as in the human body, the foot needs the head 
to function no less than the head requires the foot for 
mobility. (Likutei Torah)

The man Moses was very humble – more than any man on 
the face of the earth. (12:3)
Did Moses really not perceive his own special qualities? 
Because of his superiority over all other people he was 
chosen by G-d that the Torah be given through him. 
However, Moses would say to himself: “If someone else 
had received all the great powers from Heaven that I 
did, he would certainly have achieved more and attained 
a higher level than I have. Another would have certainly 
used these great resources better than I.” In this way, 
Moses considered himself lower than everyone else. (Sefer 
HaMaamarim)
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This week’s Torah portion, Behaalotecha, begins with Aaron 
being commanded by G-d concerning lighting the lamps of 
the menora.
We also read about the “Second Passover” – Pesach Sheni 
–  that was instituted in response to the Jewish people’s 
demand “Why should we be deprived?” G-d instructs Moses 
on the procedures for Israel’s journeys and encampments 
in the desert, and the people journey in formation from 
Mount Sinai, where they had been camped for nearly a year.
The mitzva (commandment) of Pesach Sheni. If someone 
was impure or far away when the Passover sacrifice was 
being brought, he should bring it on Pesach Sheni, a month 
later.
The first unique thing about this mitzva is that the Torah 
tells us the story of how this mitzva came to be. “There 
were people that were impure... They came before Moses... 
Why should we lose out?... “
Another unique thing is that they only asked about being 
impure, which was no fault of their own. However, G-d added 
that if he is far, which is understood to mean a minimal 
distance, this too can be made up on Pesach Sheni.
What lesson can we take from these two oddities, the story 
behind the mitzva and the addition of being far which is not 
really far at all?
There is the possibility to be near and far at the same time. 
Near in distance yet detached and distant in attitude. Being 
here in body and elsewhere in mind. For example, it could 
be that while you are praying and saying the words, your 
mind is wandering. G-d wants us to be close to Him, to love 
Him and yet, it is possible to be so close and totally ignore 
Him. To this G-d is saying “I still want you to be close to Me, 
try again, do it better.” Only like the people in the story of 
Pesach Sheni, you need to really want it. If you do, it will 
always be possible to get close to G-d.
At home too, our spouses and our children yearn for our 
love and closeness. While we might be with them physically, 
it is often the case that they feel ignored because our 
attention is not focused on them.
Not being able to move, I yearn to hug and play with my 
kids. I realize the value of spending quality time with them 
and I do the best I can in my circumstance to be with them.
First you need to realize what you are missing out on, then 
you need to truly want to change and finally you have to 
know that they yearn for this connection and will welcome 
your love. Don’t give up on the best thing you have.
Adapted by Rabbi Yitzi Hurwitz from the teachings of the Rebbe, yitzihurwitz.blogspot.com. Rabbi 
Hurwitz, who is battling ALS, and his wife Dina, are emissaries of the Rebbe in Temecula, Ca.

by Rabbi Uriel Vigler
On Tuesday my phone rang. It was a 

restricted number: “Hi, I have a question 
for you. I want to know about ethnic 
cleansing.”

The anonymous and threatening call 
that followed drove home to me the anti-
Semitic truth of what is happening now, 
in Israel and around the world.

Our people in Israel are living in 
a state of war. Thousands of missiles 
and rockets have fallen across cities 
throughout the country. If not for G-d’s 
miraculous protection – including the 
almost supernatural technology of the 
Iron Dome – so many more could have 
been hurt, G-d forbid, with projectiles 
being aimed at population centers 
and indiscriminately hitting houses, 
buildings, roads, and buses.

My family and my friends in Israel 
are spending sleepless nights running to 
bomb shelters. Millions of lives are being 
disrupted day and night, often with just 
45 seconds to find shelter.

And it’s not just the missiles. Jews and 
synagogues have been attacked in Lod, 
Tel Aviv, Jaffa, and Jerusalem in anti-
Jewish violence. There have been spill-
over attacks in Los Angeles, England, 
and elsewhere.

Many Jews feel intimidated and 
defensive, as the demonization of Israel 
and Jews on the internet and in social 
media can feel overwhelming.

But make no mistake. In spite of all the 
excuses that have been given by Israel’s 
enemies for initiating the latest round of 
fighting, the real reason is hatred and not 
just for Israel, but towards Jews all over 
the world.

In fact, just today Hamas proudly 
announced, “The decision to bomb Tel 
Aviv, Dimona and Jerusalem is easier for 
us than drinking water.” And yet so many 
people, ordinary Americans like the one 

who called me, blindly side with Hamas 
and call upon Israel to show restraint.

So what will we do? How will we 
respond? We must do everything in our 
power to protect ourselves. We need to 
support our military. And we need to 
actively counter the evil lies spreading 
like wildfire across the internet. Anti-
Semitism is anti-Semitism and should 
not be tolerated, no matter who the 
perpetrator is.

What else can we do? How can we 
help?

As counter intuitive as it might seem, 
by being louder and prouder Jews!

They hate us? They hate Judaism? 
Let’s examine our own love for it. Do 
we feel it with a fiery passion on a daily 
basis? No? So how can we reignite that, 
instill it in our children, awaken it in our 
friends, and show it proudly?

By increasing our Jewish engagement.
Commit to putting on tefillin daily. 

Recite the Shema and remind yourself 
of your eternal link to your ancestors, 
all the way back to Abraham. Picture 
the unbroken chain connecting you; it’s 
powerful!

Commit to lighting Shabbat candles 
each Friday, and when you do, picture 
the light dispelling evil and hatred from 
the world. A small amount of light dispels 
great darkness.

Study Torah. Educate yourself and 
your children, reignite that passion and 
love for G-d and His Torah.

We have to be a light unto the nations. 
We have to inspire each other to be strong 
in our Jewish observance and proud of 
our identity. We cannot cower and hide 
in fear. We must stand strong, proud, 
and united; it is the only way to fight the 
current upsurge in anti-Semitism.

Rabbi Vigler codirects Chabad Israel Center of the Upper 
East Side in New York City with his wife Shevi. From 
Rabbi Vigler’s blog at www.chabadic.com
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Without a moment’s hesitation, Moshe answered, “My wish is 
to have a son who will become such a righteous person. For what 
are riches and long life compared to being blessed with such a 
child?”

“Your son,” answered Elijah, “will be so great that his holiness 
will light up the entire world. But, if this is the reward you chose, 
know that you and your wife must accept upon yourselves to be 
wanderers.”

Moshe quickly traveled home to consult with his wife. She also 
agreed to the reward of being blessed with such a child, even if it 
entailed a life of wandering.

Within a year, a son was born to the couple who grew up to be 
the learned and holy Reb Menachem Mendel of Rimanov.
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We do not find in the Torah any other instance 
where a mitzva (commandment) that must be 
done at a specific time can be completed at a later 
date. Only the Passover sacrifice is permitted 
to be fulfilled one month later. Why is this case 

Over 100 years ago, on the 20th of Sivan (this coming 
Monday), the Lubavitch Yeshiva (Tomchei Temimim) 
was closed by special order of the Russian government. 
The yeshiva, which had been established to counter the 
new and foreign ideologies that threatened the Jewish 
people from within, was a favorite target of proponents 
of the Enlightenment. Indeed, on this occasion their 
slander succeeded, but only for a very short while, as 
we see in this excerpt from the Previous Rebbe’s diary 
dated 21 Sivan, 5662 (1902):

“Yesterday, a messenger arrived around six o’clock 
with a letter stating that at twelve noon a police captain, 
his lieutenant, and three officers had burst into the great 
study hall of the yeshiva and ordered everyone to stop 
learning. They wrote down all the students’ names, then 
ordered that the place be evacuated. The captain then 
instructed that the windows be closed from the inside, 
and when everyone had exited, the front door was 
locked. A wax seal was affixed to the official order, with 
strict instructions not to open it.

“The action had been initiated by the Regional 
Minister of the Enlightenment, who had issued an order 
to immediately close all yeshivot founded by Rebbe 
Schneersohn.”

What was the reaction of the Previous Rebbe, the 
administrator of Tomchei Temimim? He simply made 
a new entrance.

“After arriving [in Lubavitch] and evaluating the 
situation, I instructed Yankel the builder to construct 
a small platform with a flight of stairs leading into the 
front window ...I put a metal can on top of the wax seal 
so that it wouldn’t break. By seven in the morning the 
yeshiva was open as usual.”

Decades have passed. Neither the Russian 
government of the Czar, nor the Communist government 
of the USSR, could force the students of the Lubavitcher 
yeshiva to stop studying Torah. Today Chabad-
Lubavitch yeshivas and day schools in the former Soviet 
Union flourish; there are nearly 700 schools under 
the auspices of Chabad-Lubavitch world-wide. New 
entrances are made, and the doors are open “as usual.”

The name of our publication has special meaning. 
It stands for the name of Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka Schneerson 
(obm), wife of the Rebbe.
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I was a big-eyed seven year old, standing at the 
bottom of the winding staircase in what seemed a 
mansion. It was an old house. A quiet house. But 
there was a special warmth. It was the warmth 
of an old man who had a sublime treasure in his 
heart, with a wide window for those around. His 
smile hid a life story like no other. “I remember 
finding the chometz with the spoon and feather 
as a child,” I heard him say to my father, with 
such pride.
That pride was visible again when he sat at our 
Friday night Shabbat table. From the moment he 
walked in, he was radiant with the energy of a 
20-year-old.
The way he watched my father recite kiddush 
over wine on Shabbat looked like a son watching 
his father, as though he was reminiscing 
childhood memories. Conversations flowed 
comfortably and freely with “Uncle” John 
Edelnand around and even when he described 
his challenging experiences coming to England 
with the Kindertransport, he always had a 
positive twinkle in his eye or comment to go 
with it.

from correspondence 
of the Lubavitcher RebbeThe Dream of a Torah Fulfilled

by Yehudis Bryski Continued from the previous issue, from a letter 
dated 21 Av, 5728 (1968)
In this connection, you also mention the 
similarity of the custom found in the Torah 
as well as in ancient Mesopotamia that 
when a wife could bear no children to her 
husband she could take her maid-servant 
and give her to her husband for a wife, 
with a view of adopting the children, etc. 
Here again, I do not see what difficulty this 
similarity of custom presents. For, even 
today, you may find similarity of customs 
between the most observant Jew and his 
non-Jewish neighbors as long as it is not in 
conflict with the Torah. For, to be authenti-
cally Jewish, it is not absolutely necessary 
to reject every possible similarity of custom 
or habit which might prevail in the society, 
but rather to bring in a spirit of holiness 
into a custom or practice which is otherwise 
not in conflict with the Torah.
3) You ask, granted that the Torah is ac-
cepted as being of Divine origin, how is it 
possible to be certain of the validity of the 
Oral Law, and of the traditional interpreta-
tion of the Torah?
This question is also not difficult to answer. 
Inasmuch as you are a University student, 
I will give you an example from science. 
As you know, modern science has made 
all sorts of discoveries and opened new 
fields, such as electronics, etc., which are 
based on the science of mathematics, the 
basic principles of which have been known 
thousands of years ago, as is well known 
and admitted. Needless to say, the math-
ematicians of old had no idea or conception 
of electronics, but there is no contradic-
tion here, but only the application of old 
principles and methods of deduction to new 
fields or branches of science.
Similarly in regard to the Torah. For the To-
rah, too, already contains the methods and 
principles whereby it is to be interpreted. 
Therefore, the traditional interpretation of 

the Torah is already contained in the Torah 
itself, and it is nothing but a continuation 
of the written Torah itself, so that only both 
together constitute one living organism.
In this case, too, we can apply the argu-
ment from common sense, as mentioned 
above. For it is unthinkable to assume that 
at any particular time there arose a new 
school of thought which claimed to give 
a new interpretation to the Torah which 
was in conflict with the accepted traditions 
of the past. No one would accept such a 
radical change, and certainly it could not be 
accepted by the whole Jewish people. For, 
it is not a case where a particular professor 
is studying with a group of students, but 
the study and interpretation of the Torah 
has been going on in numerous Yeshivoth 
and Academies, all of which presented a 
remarkable degree of unanimity.
To be sure, we find differences of opinion in 
the Mishnah and Gemora, but the impor-
tant thing is the resulting decisions, which 
became unanimous in the Halachah [Jewish 
Law]. Thus, we also find in the Torah itself a 
difference of opinion, on occasion, between 
Moshe Rabbenu and other Jews, but it is 
the final outcome of such differences that 
is important. So, we also find a difference 
of opinion between the first Jew, Abraham, 
and his wife Sarah, in which case there 
was a Divine directive that Abraham was 
to follow Sarah’s opinion. Therefore, the in-
tegrity of the whole tradition and Oral Law 
is in no way challenged by the differences 
of opinion which are mentioned in the 
Talmud, which are in themselves methods 
of deduction to arrive at the final decision, 
or P’sak Din.
I trust you know the dictum that the 
important thing is not the discussion but 
the deed. Therefore, my intention in writing 
you by the above is not for the purpose 
of discussion, but in an effort to remove 
the confusion which seems to bother you, 
and seems to interfere with your duties as 
a Jew, to live up, in your daily life, to the 
Jewish way of life, the way of the Torah, 
which is called Toras Chaim, the Law of Life, 
and all the Mitzvoth whereby Jews live a full 
life worthy of its name. It is only a matter 
of will and determination, and we have 
been assured that he who is determined to 
purify himself a little by his personal effort, 
receives a great deal of aid from On High.
With blessing

It was fun to listen to his stories about his 
teacher Rabbiner Dr. Schlesinger, about whom 
he spoke with such awe as well as the pranks 
he remembered doing in class! Often he would 
recite verses from the Torah and quotes from the 
Mishnah that were etched in his memory from 
what he had learned eighty years before. He used 
to chant frequently the opening verses of his 
Bar Mitzva portion. To watch him sing “Oifen 
Pripitchik” and other Yiddish songs with my 
father could easily bring one to tears.
A watchmaker and jeweler by profession, Uncle 
John noticed and complimented us on the 
jewelry we wore, stating his opinion that jewelry 
must always shine. 
I guess that’s a good way to sum up such an 
awesome man. He didn’t just live life, he made 
his and others’ lives shine. When he sat in 
shul, there was a warm ambiance around him. 
When he spoke about his childhood memories 
of Jewish life, his eyes shone. He enjoyed my 
mother’s cooking, gave warm compliments, and 
always left us feeling uplifted.
The past two years, the excitement was tangible 
about a new project he wanted to do: donate a 
Torah scroll in honor of his parents and sister 
who perished in the Holocaust. It was his passion 
and dream.
A date was set for the completion and welcome 
of the new Torah scroll – June 2020. However, 
owing to Covid, these plans came to a pause. 
Just as it seemed possible to plan it again and a 
new date was set for Lag B’omer 2021, Uncle 
John, passed away on the Shabbat before Lag 
B’Omer.
The completion of the Torah was postponed for 
several days – as Lag B’Omer was still during 
the week of his shiva- and then the Torah was 
completed by Rabbi Ahron Tiefenbrun in the 
merit of Uncle John.
Although he did not see the completed Torah 
scroll physically, Uncle John’s dream became a 
reality.
This was made possible by the persistent efforts 
of Rabbi Yossi and Rivkah Schwei and the 

Luton Jewish 
community.
The Luton 
c o m m u n i t y 
was thrilled to 
be able to hear 
the reading 
of the Ten 
Commandments 
on Shavuot from 
their beautiful 
new Torah.
John Salli 
E d e l n a n d 

(Shneur Zalman ben Yisrael) was born in 
Halberstadt Germany on 5th December 1924 
where he lived an active Jewish life with his 
parents Israel and Irene (nee Mischkowski) and 
sister Ida. He went alone on the Kindertransport 
at the age of 14 to England in the summer of 
1939, a few days before the German attack on 
Poland. His mother gave him a bar of soap and 
his father gave him cutlery, crockery and a silver 
watch that he had made himself. John was sent to 
Gwrych Castle with 300 other Jewish children, 
ranging from 14 to 18 years old.
Tragically, Israel, Irene, and Ida did not manage 
to escape from Germany. On 12th April 1942, 
they were deported from Halberstadt to the 
Warsaw Ghetto via Magdeburg. There their 
traces are lost.
John trained as a watchmaker and settled in 
Luton UK where he built a watch and jewelry 
business which he ran successfully for decades.
John often visited his only surviving relatives 
who lived in Israel. John was cousins with Itay 
Noy’s grandmother, whom he always visited on 
his trips there. Itay recalls that John gave him 
his first watch. Over the years John continued 
to bring Itay special watches and it wasn’t long 
before Itay became particularly devoted to time 
pieces. Itay is now considered to be the premier 
watch maker and designer in Israel and within 
the Middle East the undoubted star. 
John passed away in Luton at the age of 96, 
shortly before his Torah scroll was completed.

TODAY IS...New Mikva
A beautiful, new state-of-the-art Mikva was inaugurated in the 
Carmel neighborhood of Haifa, Israel. Nearly 30,000 families live 
in Carmel who will no longer have to travel to a different part of 
Haifa to keep this important mitzva. 

New Emissaries
Rabbi Yisrolik and Chaya Garbachik have moved to Silicon Valley, 
California to open a new Chabad Center. The new emissaries will 
serve the Israeli community in Silicon Valley, the global center of 
high-tech and innovation. Of the near quarter million Jews living 
in Silicon Valley, more than 20% of them are native Israelis, most 
of them working in high-tech. The Garbachiks will be focusing on 
Jewish education for the children. To this end they are opening a 
pre-school and an afternoon Hebrew School, geared specifically to 
children from Hebrew speaking homes. 

18 Sivan

This is the actual time of the “footsteps of 
Mashiach.” It is therefore imperative for 
every Jew to seek his fellow’s welfare -–
whether old or young – to inspire the other 
to teshuva (return), so that he will not fall 
out – G-d forbid – of the community of Israel 
who will shortly be privileged, with G-d’s 
help, to experience complete redemption.

special? There were many Jews who tried or 
wanted to bring the sacrifice at the correct time 
but for various reasons could not. They pleaded 
not to be excluded. In the merit of their requests, 
a later date was given to them. The future 
Redemption will also come about in the same 
manner. If we will stubbornly do all in our mean 
to end our own exile, and beg and plead with 
G-d with all our heart and soul, the Redemption 
will come. (Rabbi Shlomo Cohen of Radomsk)

John Edelnand 

Rabbi Schwei with the completed 
Torah in the synagogue in Luton.


