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Continuous Leadership
from the teachings of the Rebbe

by Israel Shudler
I emigrated with my family from Russia to Israel in 1990 and 14 years later, in 2004, I 
moved to Chicago. 
In 2010, I decided to go into the food business, something I had already been involved in 
while living in Israel. I rented a storefront in the French Market in downtown Chicago, 
which was owned by a French Jew named Mr. Besidon. I opened a restaurant called 
Presto where my son and I sold Shwarma, Falafel and other Israeli cuisine. The business 
was successful. 
One Friday, two yeshiva students stopped at my restaurant.  I called out to them a hearty 
“Shabbat Shalom.” They asked me if I would like to put on Tefillin, to which I readily 
agreed. They explained that they were from the local Chabad yeshiva and visited many 
Jewish stores in the area every Friday to offer local Jews an opportunity to do a mitzva. 
Yisroel Bressinger and Avraham Baron began to visit me each Friday and a warm 
friendship soon developed. They would stop by for a few minutes to chat, share a few 
words on the weekly Torah portion, wrap Tefillin and occasionally even pull me in to 
dance to a joyful Jewish tune.
In the mean time the business began to take a toll on me. Two years had passed. We 
weren’t doing too badly, but the work entailed in managing the restaurant proved to be 
too much for me so 
I decided to sell off the whole business. I posted ads in the local papers and I also relied 
on word of mouth, but there was no interest. Six months went by with not an ounce of 
progress and I grew very impatient. I even began to consider closing shop without selling, 
even though this course of action would result in great financial loss. 
At this point I planned an extended trip to visit my family in Israel. I booked a ticket for 
February and made the trip my deadline. If nobody would buy the restaurant before my 
trip I would close down the eatery and relinquish my renter’s contract. The strain and 
frustration was taking a toll on me and although I would lose a lot of money, there was no 
way I could continue to manage the business like this. 
One day, about two weeks before my cutoff date, my two yeshiva friends pleasantly 
surprised me and showed up to my store in the middle of the week. When I asked them 
what the change in schedule was all about, they explained that they would be travelling to 
New York for the weekend together with their entire yeshiva and, not wanting to skip their 
weekly visit, they decided to come around earlier. 
After wrapping Tefillin and chatting a little, they let me know that many of the people they 
visited weekly were sending with them letters to the Rebbe which they would bring to the 
Ohel. Of course I had heard of the Rebbe and even knew a story that had happened with 
a friend of mine in the food business back in Israel. My friend had related that for years 
he and his wife had been childless until they went to the Rebbe to receive a dollar and a 
blessing. After that they were blessed with children. I also knew of the Rebbe’s legendary 
love and care toward every Jew, regardless of background and affiliation. I was overjoyed 
by the boys’ suggestion and felt moved that one could still have the opportunity to write 
to the Rebbe today. 
I sat down and wrote a letter describing in detail the struggles with my business venture 
and my attempts at selling it. I wrote how I wasn’t able to handle the stress and strain the 
business was having on me so I asked the Rebbe to please help me sell the business. The 
boys took my letter and went on their way. 
Two days later a man from Mexico entered my store. He  inquired as to whether I was 
selling the business. He wanted to negotiate the price. I told him I was ready to give him a 
good deal (as my deadline was two weeks away and I wanted the transaction to be quick 
and easy). He told me he would think about it. 
The following day he returned and agreed to my terms and conditions. We drew up a 

“For I have hardened his heart.” (Ex. 10:1)
Pharaoh’s evil decrees and the suffering of the Jews during 
the Egyptian exile did not come about because Pharaoh 
had so decided of his own accord. Rather, G-d hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart, eventually causing all of His wonders and 
miracles to be revealed. The lesson we can learn from this 
is that everything comes from G-d; when a Jew encounters 
something that prevents him from properly serving G-d, 
this is meant only as a test, whose purpose is to awaken the 
powers hidden within the person’s soul. When the person 
overcomes this test, and perseveres in his holy mission in 
life, he is then rescued from all difficulties. (The Rebbe)

And you shall eat it in haste (Ex. 12:11)
Why did the Children of Israel rush when they finally left 
Egypt? Didn’t their extreme haste give the mistaken 
impression that they had to escape quickly? Pharaoh 
actually wanted them to leave at that point. They could 
have taken more time to pack and depart at a leisurely 
pace. However, leaving Egypt was not a mere geographical 
move for the Jews. It was a step away from the world of 
spiritual degradation they had become accustomed to 
in Egypt. When a person desires to sever his connection 
to evil, it must be done all at once and not gradually. A 
person must grab the first opportunity that presents 
itself to escape from a negative influence. However, when 
Moshiach comes and reveals himself we will not be so hard 
pressed to leave the Exile immediately. G-d has promised 
to remove all impurity from the world, so there will be no 
reason to run away from evil. (Tanya)

Remember this day, on which you went out from Egypt 
(Ex. 13:3)
Why is the Exodus from Egypt so central to Judaism, 
considering that the Jewish people were later subjugated 
to other nations at other times in history? The answer is 
that the Exodus forever changed the nature of the Jew’s 
soul. By virtue of the Exodus, every Jew became “free” 
on the ultimate, objective level, making it impossible to 
enslave his essence. (The Maharal of Prague)

4:44 Candle Lighting Time
NY Metro Area
9 Shevat/Jan 22
Torah portion Bo
Shabbat ends 5:47 pm

In this week’s Torah portion, Bo, we are given the first 
mitzva (commandment), to sanctify the new month on the 
testimony of two witnesses who saw the birth of the new 
moon.

The words in the Torah that teach us this mitzva are, “This 
month, for you, will be the first month.” G-d showed Moses 
the sliver of the new moon and said “this” is how the moon 
should look.

At the same time, with the same words, we are taught: 
“This month” the month of Nissan, “for you” for the Jewish 
people, “will be the first month” or literally “the head of 
months.”

Why is it so important for G-d to tell us, at the time of giving 
us our very first commandment as a nation, that Nissan will 
be our “head month”?

In the month of Nissan we became a people, in the month 
of Nissan we were redeemed. Asking us to consider Nissan 
as our head month tells us that there is something about 
this month that defines us as a people.

“This month” has several names. It is called Nissan, which 
comes from the word “nes,” which means miracle. This 
teaches us that we are a miraculous nation, with miraculous 
abilities. We have the ability to change the world, to make 
the mundane holy by doing mitzvot. This is because though 
we have physical bodies we have been infused with a 
neshama, a soul, that is literally a piece of G-d. This makes 
us a G-dly people, above nature, enabling us to take two 
opposites – holy and mundane – and fuse them together, 
thereby making the physical world G-dly.

The month is also called the month of “Aviv,” – spring. 
Spring is the time when trees grow anew and bud. This 
teaches us that we cannot be comfortable with our past 
accomplishments, we must be constantly growing, adding 
in Torah, service, and good deeds.

It is also the month of Geula, redemption. This teaches us 
that we are a truly free people. We must never feel that we 
need to be like “them.” We have our way, the Jewish way, 
which is by far superior, and by far more humane.

This is why it is told to us at the first mitzva, because first 
you need to know who you are. You are imbued with these 
traits, specifically to do these mitzvot.

This is who we are, this is what we are, it is OK to be proud 
of who you are.
Adapted by Rabbi Yitzi Hurwitz from the teachings of the Rebbe, yitzihurwitz.blogspot.com. Rabbi 
Hurwitz, who is battling ALS, and his wife Dina, are emissaries of the Rebbe in Temecula, Ca.

Some people express wonder at the 
fact that the Rebbe’s leadership is spoken 
of in the present tense. (In fact, this issue 
of L’Chaim is celebrating 71 years of the 
Rebbe’s continuous leadership.)

Jewish teachings state that G-d 
showed Adam, the first person, all future 
generations together with their great 
leaders. These leaders are the tzadikim, the 
righteous people whose souls G-d sent into 
this world to guide the generations, caring 
for them both spiritually and materially 
and showing the Jewish people the correct 
path to follow.

Chasidic philosophy explains that these 
great leaders are the mind and the heart of 
the body of the Jewish people.

Each generation has its own unique 
mission and role in the overall fulfillment 
of G-d’s purpose in the entire creation: to 
create a “home” for G-d in this physical 
world through the revelation of Moshiach 
and the Redemption.

Chasidut explains that G-d sends each 
generation the leader appropriate to the 
task of the times. Jewish teachings apply to 
this the verse, “The sun sets; the sun rises,” 
meaning that even before the leadership 
of one Tzadik has drawn to a close, the 
novel character of a new leader and a new 
mission are apparent.

This new leader comes to guide his 
generation in a unique direction in the 
fulfillment of G-d’s purpose for creation 
commensurate with their own nature and 
purpose.

***
In the first official Chasidic teaching 

articulated by the Rebbe when he formally 
accepted the mantle of leadership, the 
Rebbe declared unequivocally that the 
unique purpose of our generation is to 
fulfill the original intent of G-d’s creation.

This is to be achieved by bringing G-d’s 
presence into this physical world with the 
complete revelation of Moshiach and the 
commencement of the Redemption.

The Rebbe told us numerous times in 

his public 
talks that we 
have finished 
the Divine 
service of 
exile and 
that our 
purpose now 
is to prepare 
for the 
Redemption.

“The time 
of your Redemption has arrived,” the 
Rebbe declared with prophetic vision. This 
is a totally different message that has never 
before been enunciated in the history of the 
Jewish people.

Uniquely, it is not dependent on any 
action we must take. He explained that 
we should involve ourselves in more good 
deeds, more Torah study, the enhanced 
fulfillment of mitzvot, as a preparation and 
foretaste of the Reemption.

However, until the Redemption 
actually begins, with the rebuilding of the 
Third Holy Temple in Jerusalem and the 
ingathering of all of the Jews from the 
diaspora, the ultimate fulfillment of our 
purpose has not been achieved and we 
remain in the seventh generation with the 
Rebbe at our head.

Why the Al-mighty willed that the 
leadership of the Rebbe at the conclusion 
of the service of this generation should be 
in its current form will most likely remain 
a mystery until the complete revelation 
of Moshiach. But what we know clearly 
is that which the Rebbe himself has told 
us in no uncertain terms: the role of our 
generation is to actually bring about the 
Redemption and to prepare ourselves and 
the entire world for it.

Until this has been achieved, we remain 
in the same generation.

The Rebbe and his leadership is very 
much of the present and will continue until 
the Al-mighty has mercy on his people and 
our mission will be crowned with success.

Dedicated to the Rebbe on 71 Years of Leadership
whose teachings and example are a never-ending source of life for all man-

kind. May we continue in his path and complete the mission with which he has 
charged us: to make the world conscious of the imminent Redemption and to 

prepare the environment where this ideal can be realized.
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contract that we both agreed to within a short period of time. Days 
before my “cutoff” date the transaction was complete with the full 
sum deposited in my account. I couldn’t believe my good fortune. 
For over six months I had tried in every way possible to sell my 
business with zero success, and within a few days after writing to 
the Rebbe I had made the sale from start to finish!
Reprinted with permission from Derher.org issue 35
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Dedicated to the memory of Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka Schneerson
“Unveil my eyes, that I may perceive the wonders ofYour Torah.” (Psalm 119:18)
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can proceed either to the right or to the left. In 
particular, at a time of great communal turmoil 
and shock, each and every one of us has a 
general mission and must take certain action.
“Histalkut” means ascent from one plane of 
existence to a higher, more spiritual plane; the 
“body follows the lead of the head,” as the two 
are attached. Therefore, each and every one of 
us who is connected to the Rebbe, the leader 
of thousands of Jews, must likewise strive to 
ascend to greater spirituality, by taking actions 
such as these, which previously he might not 
have taken...

17 Elul, 5710 (1950)
...Every Jewish man and woman should know 
that each good deed he or she does hastens 
the end of the exile and darkness, and brings 
the true and Final Redemption through 
Moshiach that much closer. This is the only way 
to achieve redemption of the Jewish people, as 
Moshe Rabbenu told the nation of Israel over 
three thousand years ago (as related in the 
Torah of G-d, Parshat Nitzavim, ch. 30) at length.
Concerning your request that I mention you at 
the grave of my father-in-law, the Rebbe, I will 
certainly do so. As regards your having written 
that you do not understand this matter: Surely 
one does not need to first study the effect eat-
ing, drinking and sleeping have on the physical 
body and the soul before doing so. Rather, one 
goes right ahead and acts even though the full 
repercussions are not totally understood. The 
same holds true for the matter at hand.
As for what you wrote concerning the appear-
ance of conversing with the dead, G-d forbid, 
and directing one’s thoughts to an entity other 
than G-d, Heaven forbid: You can certainly un-
derstand on your own that this is not the case, 
as Caleb, the son of Yefuneh, as well as many 
Tannaim, Amoraim and tzadikim throughout 
the generations have conducted themselves 
thus.
In short, in answer to your question, when 
people came to the Rebbe for a blessing they 
did so not because of the superiority of his 
physical body, but because of the superiority of 
his soul.
Death only pertains to the physical body, for 
the soul is eternal, especially the soul of a 
tzadik, to whom Gehinom [“hell”] and punish-
ment have no relevance. The passing of a 
tzadik is merely a departure, an ascent to a 
higher plane, and cannot therefore be termed 
“death,” as is explained in the Zohar (volume 3, 
page 71).

3 Tamuz, 5710 (1950)
...Many are seeking an explanation of the char-
acteristic greatness of the Chabad leaders in 
general, and the leader of our generation, my 
father-in-law, of blessed memory, in particular, 
in terms of the following designations: A man 
of great self-sacrifice, a great Torah scholar, a 
man of integrity, a tzadik, a possessor of Divine 
inspiration, able to perform miracles etc. etc.
These praises are even more significant as they 
are defined by the teachings of Chasidut.
Yet in all this, the main point is absent.
Furthermore (and this is essentially the main 
point), the Rebbe’s special greatness is by 
virtue of his unique relationship with us, his 
congregation of Chasidim, and with those who 
are connected to him. And this is because he is 
the Nasi – the leader of Chabad.
For in general, the Nasi is called “the head of 
the community of Israel”: in relation to them, 
he is their head and brain; it is through him 
that they derive their vitality. By cleaving to the 
Nasi, they connect and unite themselves with 
their source Above.
...Each and every one of us should know, that 
is, he should study and fix in his mind, that the 
Rebbe is the Nasi and the head, it is from him 
and through him that everything both physical 
and spiritual flows, and it is through connect-
ing one self with him ([the Rebbe] has already 
indicated in his letters how to do this) that one 
connects and unites oneself with one’s source, 
and the source of sources, ever higher and 
higher.

4 Iyar, 5710 (1950)
...As I do not know you personally, and there-
fore do not know which approach would be the 
most readily acceptable to you in explaining my 
views, I will use the simplest terms to illustrate 
the matter, for certainly, simpler is better:
Every individual, at every moment and with 
every action he is poised to take, stands at a 
crossroads (at least in the personal sense), and 

G-d said to Moses, “I am G-d. I appeared to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” (Exodus 6:2-3) From 
where can we draw the power to believe in G-d 
so thoroughly that we virtually see Him even in 
the darkest moments of exile? G-d answers this 

And yet he still asked so many questions about 
Shanghai. He also asked about Tokyo and 
Kobe and Manilla. I recall thinking: Why is 
he so interested in the fifty families living in 
Hong Kong? Why is he so interested in the few 
Jews left over in Japan? Why do the ones in 
the Philippines matter so much to him?
Obviously, he had a far-reaching vision of how 
things would change in the coming decades, 
and he was thinking ahead. I have to say 
that it never occurred to me to wonder what 
the future would hold for Yiddishkeit in the 
Far East. The thought didn’t cross my mind. 
Whereas, clearly, it had been on the Rebbe’s 
mind. He was already anticipating how the 
world would change, and he must have been 
thinking not just how to preserve some of the 
dwindling Jewish communities in Asia but 
how to develop them.
Today, there are thousands of Jews in 
Shanghai. And Chabad is there – with three 
Chabad centers – to give them all the strength 
they need. In Hong Kong there are now five 
strong communities with five synagogues and 
two Chabad centers. Whereas in 1962, it was 
hard to get a minyan together. In total, Chabad 
has thirteen centers in China!
The Rebbe saw into the future and the starring 
role that Chabad would come to play in these 
communities. Indeed, he gave me a clue of 
how he envisioned that happening, but at the 
time I didn’t fully grasp his intention.
I remember that he told an anecdote about 
a lake, the water of which was completely 
smooth, except when someone would throw 
in a pebble. Then the still waters would ripple 
out in concentric circles, spreading through the 
entire lake. When he related this anecdote, he 
said, “This is what Jewish influence is like. No 
matter how small a pebble you drop into the 
water, the ripples reach the furthest edges.”
Later, as I learned more about the Rebbe and 
Chabad, I asked myself the question: How did 
the Rebbe come to have so much influence over 
so many people? And this anecdote provided the 
answer. It all came down to the ripples he created 
and how they spread throughout the world.
To read more visit myencounterblog.com

In 5710 (1950) the Previous Rebbe, Rabbi Yosef 
Yitzchok Schneersohn, had written a four-part 
Chasidic discourse based on the verse from Song of 
Songs, “Basi L’Gani – I have come into My garden, 
My sister, My bride.” The Previous Rebbe directed 
that the first part be released in advance of and to 
be studied on the tenth of Shevat. That day marked 
the anniversary of the passing of his grandmother, 
Rebbetzin Rivkah.

It came to pass, however, that the tenth of Shevat 
was the date of the Previous Rebbe’s own passing.

As “all the effort of a person for which his soul 
toiled during his life...becomes revealed...at the 
time of his passing,” it is clear that this series of 
discourses summarizes the parting message of the 
Previous Rebbe. In fact, the Rebbe later stated that 
the Previous Rebbe released the discourse for his 
own passing.

On the tenth of Shevat, one year after the Previous 
Rebbe’s passing, the Rebbe expounded upon the 
discourse in his own, first public discourse. This 
marked the Rebbe’s formal acceptance of and 
ascendancy to leadership.

Just as the original discourse was a summarization 
of the Previous Rebbe’s life work, the Rebbe’s 
explanation of the discourse was a preamble of what 
would be his mission and the mission of our entire 
generation:

“We are now very near the approaching footsteps 
of Moshiach, indeed, we are at the conclusion of 
this period, and our spiritual task is to complete 
the process of drawing down the Shechina (Divine 
Presence)-moreover, the essence of the Shechina-
within specifically our lowly world.”

The drawing down of the Shechina into this world 
will culminate at the time of the Redemption. Our 
task, as outlined by the Rebbe in that first discourse 
and from then on, is to enhance our observance of 
mitzvot-especially acts of “ahavat Yisroel” love 
for another Jew, increase our study of Torah, and 
prepare in all ways possible to greet Moshiach, may 
it happen immediately.

question by saying, “I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob.” The patriarchs and matriarchs possessed 
this unshakable faith, and we inherit it from them. If 
we nurture it properly, we, too, will “see” G-d even 
when His goodness is not readily apparent. This faith 
enables us to live out the final moments of our exile 
yearning for its end – and demanding it! – while 
maximizing our use of its remaining moments. In 
this merit, we will hasten the Messianic Redemption.
(Hitva’aduyot 5743 in Daily Wisdom by Moshe Wisnefsky.)

speaker and whispering to Benny, “Who is the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe?”
It was a surprising meeting. I recall that, 
when I walked into the Rebbe’s office, what 
immediately struck me was the simplicity of 
the room, which was dominated by a desk with 
a gentleman sitting behind it. As I entered, he 
rose to greet me and shook my hand.
He asked me questions about myself and he 
also spoke of his own background, and from 
that point, we began discussing our shared 
Jewish heritage and how that is observed by 
the different communities throughout the 
world.
While we were talking – he spoke an excellent 
English, by the way – I looked at my watch 
several times, not wanting to overstay my 
welcome. After hours passed – when it was 
eleven, and then when it was eleven-thirty, 
and then twelve – I got worried. But the Rebbe 
said, “Don’t worry about the time – we still 
have much to talk about.”
During most of our conversation, I was 
answering his questions, relating the history 
of the various Jewish communities in the Far 
East – in India, Singapore, China, etc. He was 
very interested in the history of the Sephardim 
who came from Baghdad and established 
various communities in Asia. And also, he 
wanted to know the history of the Ashkenazim 
who fled there from the Nazis.
He wanted to know all the details. He asked 
me many questions about how the various 
communities got along, about their traditions, 
about the existing infrastructures – the 
synagogues, the schools, the mikvehs etc.
I recall telling him how Shanghai changed 
with the outbreak of the Pacific War in 1941. 
Up until then, Shanghai was in Japanese 
hands, and it was a thriving city, with a 
prosperous Jewish community which looked 
after the thousands of refugees who fled from 
Nazi-occupied Europe. But the Pacific War 
disturbed everything. When it ended, and the 
Chinese Communists came into Shanghai, all 
the Jews left so that, by the time I was speaking 
with the Rebbe, the Jewish community there 
was nearly extinct.

For thirty years (from 1980 to 2010), Mr. Freddy Ezekiel 
was a supplier of electronics to South America. He was 
interviewed in his Miami home in April of 2018. This story 
was taken from Here’s My Story and is presented with 
permission from JEM’s My Encounter with the Rebbe oral 
history project, which is dedicated to recording first-person 
testimonies documenting the life and guidance of the Rebbe.

I was born in Shanghai, China, where my 
grandfather – Judah Abraham – served as one 
of the leaders of the Sephardic community. 
In 1948, when I was twenty-one, I moved to 
Hong Kong where I stayed until 1963 or so, 
and then I immigrated to London. That is 
where I got married and lived until moving to 
Miami nearly forty years ago.
Back in 1962, while still living in the Far East, 
I attended a Bar Mitzvah of a relative in New 
York, where I met a number of young chasidic 
rabbis, one of whom – I later surmised – must 
have reported to his Rebbe that a Jew from 
Hong Kong was in town. At that time, I was 
staying in Brooklyn with my friend Benny 
Fishoff, who had lived  in Shanghai during the 
war years, and a message came to his house 
that the Lubavitcher Rebbe would like to meet 
with me. I had no idea who this was – and I 
remember putting my hands over the telephone 

from correspondence 
of the Lubavitcher RebbeExploring Asia in Brooklyn

by Freddy Ezekiel

Today Is...
New Emissaries
Rabbi Shneur and Esther Wolfman will be directing Chabad at Northern 
Arizona University in Flagstaff, Arizona.  They will also be starting a preschool. 
The Wolfmans are joining the team of emissaries in Flagstaff and will be 
working from the Molly Blank Jewish Community Center in the building 
opened in 2019.  Rabbi Moshe and Devorah Wolff are establish a new Chabad 
Center to service the cities of Burien, Federal Way, and the surrounding 
Seattle, Washington suburbs.

Likkutei Sichot
The second volume of the trilingual translation of Likkutei Sichot, the vast 
collection of the Rebbe’s Torah teachings published as essays over a period of 
roughly three decades, and collected into 39 volumes, has just been released. 
Shemot, the book of Exodus, is the second volume of the projected six-volume 
set. Likkutei Sichot has been described as the heart and soul of the Rebbe’s 
teachings, a unique fusion of all elements of Torah, from the exoteric to the 
esoteric, and a key to grasping the Rebbe’s view on Judaism and life itself. 
Available in Jewish bookstores, on-line at sie.org or kehotonline.org.

12 Shevat
Intellect and excitement are two 
separate worlds. Intellect – a world 
cold and settled; excitement – a world 
seething and impetuous. Man’s avoda 
is to combine them, unite them. 
The impetuousness then becomes 
transformed into a longing, and the 
intellect into the guide in a life of avoda 
and action.

The name of our publication has special meaning. 
It stands for the name of Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka Schneerson 
(obm), wife of the Rebbe.
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