
Lesson from a Story
from the teachings of the Rebbe
on the Torah portion

This week we read two portions, Acharei and Kedoshim. In the 
portion of Kedoshim we find the mitzva (commandment) of making 
and keeping honest measuring tools. This mitzva applies whether 
measuring weight, dry measure, or liquid. It is forbidden to make 
or have in your possession inaccurate measuring tools, even if you 
have no intention to use them.

After this mitzva is commanded, G-d declares, “I Am G-d your 
G-d who took you out of Egypt.” What is the connection, between 
honest weights and measures, and the exodus from Egypt? 
Another question, why is it a sin to merely own them, even if you 
have no intention to use them?

Rashi explains that G-d took us out of Egypt so that we can 
be a paragon of honesty in business dealings. As well, just as G-d 
discerned in Egypt who is a first born and who is not; similarly He 
discerns if someone falsifies his weights or is dishonest in business.

But there is a deeper reason. False weights and measures are 
the tools of the evil inclination. The evil inclination doesn’t tell you 
to steal or rob. You would never go for that. First he says, “What is 
so bad about owning false weights, you would never use them.” 
Then he goes a step further. “What is the big deal about using 
them, they are just a drop off.” And step by step he drags you 
down until he’s made a thief out of you.

Owning false weights and measures are the first steps. It is the 
beginning of dishonesty, though no action was done with them, 
they represent ill intent and bad choices, the prelude to dishonesty.

And this is where Egypt comes in. Though G-d decreed that the 
Jewish people would suffer by the hands of the Egyptians, each 
Egyptian had free choice to bring suffering upon or not to oppress 
the Jews. The Jewish people would have been oppressed without 
their involvement. It was each individual Egyptians bad choice 
or evil intent to heap suffering upon a Jew and that is why the 
Egyptian was ultimately punished by G-d.

It all begins with ill intent and bad choices.
After commanding us to use honest weights and measures, G-d 

declares, “I took you out of Egypt, the place of ill intentions and 
bad choices. I want you to be better than them. I want you to be 
a beacon of goodness and honesty. That is why I took you out of 
Egypt.” Honesty is the basis for the mitzvot and defines us as G-d’s 
people.

To dispel dishonesty, we need to first dispel ill intent and bad 
choices. Get rid of bad influences and temptations. You will find it 
liberating, like a weight removed from your shoulders. Honesty in 
business and with your acquaintances, is how you influence them 
to want to be more like you and to follow in G-d’s ways.

Additionally, by connecting honesty with the exodus from 
Egypt, G-d gives us a clear indication that honesty is a prerequisite 
to bringing the future redemption. May it come soon.
Adapted by Rabbi Yitzi Hurwitz from the teachings of the Rebbe, yitzihurwitz.blogspot.com. Rabbi 
Hurwitz, who is battling ALS, and his wife Dina, are emissaries of the Rebbe in Temecula, Ca.

The following story was told by the 
Rebbe at a public gathering.

A true story. A story of a Jew who 
unknowingly started a chain of events 
whose ripple effects he could never have 
imagined. A Jew blessed by G-d with 
great wealth, who takes an occasional 
vacation on his yacht. He employs a 
captain, a non-Jew, to sail the yacht.

The time for prayer arrives. Jews face 
towards the holy city of Jerusalem during 
prayer, towards the east. He does not 
know where east is on the ocean. He asks 
the captain.

Prayer time again. Again the same 
problem, where is east? Again he asks 
the captain. And so with the third time he 
prays, and the next day the fourth.

The first time he asks, the captain pays 
no special attention. When the employer 
keeps asking the same question, the 
captain becomes curious. His employer 
is not the navigator. Why is he always 
interested in knowing where east is? He 
asks him.

The Jew is not ashamed. “I am a 
Jew,” he answers. “I want to pray to G-d. 
Prayers pass through the site of the Holy 
Temple in Jerusalem. So I must face that 
direction, which in this part of the world 
is east. Each time I pray I need to know 
where is east.”

The captain is impressed. This is a 
successful man, wealthy enough to own a 
yacht and hire a captain. Yet he considers 
it proper to interrupt his affairs to pray to 
G-d – and to bother to face the correct 
direction. “I will also begin to think of 
G-d and pray to Him,” exclaims the 
captain.

Later, the captain told the yacht owner 
that ever since he decided to pray to the 
Creator, he has also told his family and 
friends about praying to G-d. “If all the 
people in the world would think about 
their Creator,” concluded the captain, 
“the world would not be the jungle it is!”

A Jew can influence non-Jews to 
acknowledge the Creator and ruler of 
the world, and to therefore conduct 
themselves according to the Seven 
Noachide Laws. Moreover, as seen from 
the story, such influence is effective just 
by a Jew being proud and firm in his 
religion. The yacht owner did not intend 
to influence the captain. But because he 
conducted himself properly, his influence 
was automatically felt. He could not 
know of the ripple effect he would cause 
merely by asking where was east. And 
because of him, the captain began to 
think about G-d, conduct himself more 
righteously – and in turn, lead others in 
the same path. All because of one Jew’s 
actions.

On a deeper level: The world is like 
a ship sailing in stormy seas, steered 
by the governments of the world. But 
appearances are misleading. It is not 
they, with their plans and strategies, who 
determine its course and destination. 
The course of the world is determined 
by the spiritual, not the physical. The 
governments who conduct the world’s 
affairs are the captain who steers the ship. 
They steer the ship; the Jew, through 
his performance of mitzvot, charts the 
course.

This is what the story of the yacht 
teaches. It seems the non-Jewish captain 
is the master, for he controls the rudder 
that steers the ship. Yet it is the Jewish 
owner who is truly master, and he directs 
the yacht’s destination.

The owner of the yacht is wealthy, 
and “there is no wealthy person except in 
(Torah) knowledge.” Through Torah, the 
Jew can influence the world, can chart the 
course. Just as the yacht owner, through 
acting according to the Torah’s teachings, 
influenced the captain, so too Jews, 
through standing firm in performing 
mitzvot, can influence the nations to 
acknowledge the Master of the world.
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Today Is...

14 Iyar

The theme of Pesach Sheni is that it is 
never too late. It is always possible to put 
things right. Even if one was tamei (ritually 
impure), or one was far away, and even in a 
case of lachem, when this (impurity etc.) was 
deliberate – nonetheless he can correct it.

While Passover took place many weeks ago, in 
honor of the upcoming minor festival of “Pesach 
Sheni” (see A Word from the Director) we bring 
you a sampling of Chabad-Lubavitch activities 
around the world leading up to or on Pesach.
We were more than a little astounded at the 
creativity and ingenuity that the Rebbe’s 
emissaries used to educate, connect and provide 
services to their fellow Jews around the globe 
during these unique times.

Passover Recap

A traveling Model Matza Bakery brought the Passover experi-
ence to hundreds of young children around Panama City. 

Chabad-Lubavitch of the UK and Ireland teamed up with De-
liveroo to enable thousands of Jews to be part of this special 
festival. Each Seder-to-Go kit prepared by Chabad and delivered 
by Deliveroo contained a full guide on how to conduct the Seder, 
as well as all the supplies needed to make the Seder including 
hand-baked Shmura Matzah.

Rabbi Chaim Bruk, here with his children Menny and Chaya, 
with the help of volunteer yeshiva students, personally deliv-
ered matza to over 500 of the 2,000 Jews in Montana. 

Rabbi Chaim Markovits, together with his wife Chaya, es-
tablished Chabad of Rural Georgia just eight months ago. 
They  held a public Seder in the Macon Marriot. David, a 
guest in the hotel, had come to Macon to visit family. While 
in the hotel lobby he heard familiar Passover tunes, fol-
lowed the singing to the ballroom and was so excited to 
join the end of the Seder.

The Passover Story Book Trail was a fun and original way to 
tell the story of Passover and bring it to life in an outdoor venue 
that was safe for everyone! Chabad of Mission Viejo included it 
as part of their “Passover at the Park” event.

Former Miami Heat Center Meyers Leonard joined Chabad of 
South Broward’s Sunshine Circle Volunteers to deliver matza, 
wine and food to Holocaust survivors and needy families. Leon-
studied with Rabbi Pinny Andrusier about the custom of provid-
ing needy families with Passover provisions..

In Kaliningrad, a Russian enclave between Poland and Lithu-
ania, Seder to Go was distributed as well as an in-person Seder 
in the city’s renovated Great Synagogue.

A new initiative of Chabad-Lubavitch spearheaded by Merkos 
“Suite 302” is the Mitzvah Society. Members become Mitzvah 
Ambassadors by sharing the mitzvot that they enjoy and hold 
dear. This year Mitzvah Society Ambassadors distributed over 
10,000 boxes of hand-baked Shmura Matza to friends, neigh-
bors, relatives and coworkers.

They met Moses and King Pharaoh, they saw the plagues, 
felt the miracles, and got ready to taste Freedom! Created 
by Rabbi JJ Duchman, Chabad Lubavitch of Michigan pro-
duced an in-person, in-your-car, immersive pre-Passover 
experience – based on the story of Exodus. There were spe-
cial effects, live actors and interactive elements throughout 
for kids and families. 

A Texas Shmura Matza Bakery (!) opened this year, the only one 
in North America outside of Montreal and the greater New York 
area. It is  the brainchild of Rabbi Dov Mandel, who co-directs 
Chabad-Lubavitch of Fort Worth and Tarrant County with his 
wife, Chana Tovah. (Photo by Ben Torres for Chabad.org – where 
you can read more about his historic Matzah Bakery that in 
Rabbi Mandel’s words, demonstrates that “Judaism is alive.”  



Rabbi Akiva said: “Laughter and frivolity 
accustom a person to lewdness. The Oral 
Tradition is a fence around the Torah; tithes are a 
fence for riches; vows are a fence for abstinence; 
a fence for wisdom is silence.” Although ours is a 

“Why are we kept back, that we may not offer the 
offering of the L-rd in its appointed season among 
the children of Israel?” This question was posed to 
Moses and Aaron when some of the Jewish people 
were unable to offer the Passover sacrifice.

These Jews had become ritually impure in their 
desert travels and were not permitted to bring the 
special Pascal sacrifice.

They could have left well enough alone. Since 
they were forcibly kept from performing the mitzva, 
the reward for the mitzva was not denied them.

But that wasn’t enough for them. And because 
of their great desire to fulfill this mitzva they and 
all future generations were rewarded with “Pesach 
Sheni.” Pesach Sheii, celebrated this coming 
Monday, means the “Second Passover,” and is 
observed one month after the first Passover. Until 
the destruction of the Holy Temple, any Jew unable 
to bring the Passover sacrifice on the 14th of Nisan 
– either because he was ritually impure, in a distant 
place, was prevented by unavoidable circumstances, 
or even if he intentionally did not bring it – could 
bring it on the 14th of Iyar.

An important lesson of Pesach Sheni is that it is 
never too late. We can always make up for a past 
misdeed, omission or failing through sincere desire 
and making amends.

In addition, the complaint of the Jews to Moses 
and Aaron, “Why are we kept back...” teaches us 
how to approach those mitzvot that we can currently 
not perform because we are still in exile.

Why, G-d, are we kept back from seeing Your 
glory revealed? Why are we kept back from 
performing each mitzva to its optimum, for each 
mitzva is incomplete while we are in exile?

Let us also not be content with the words of our 
Sages, that if we desire to perform these mitzvot it 
is enough. Like the Jews in the desert, let us rally 
together and cry out to G-d, “Why are we kept 
back...bring the true and ultimate Redemption which 
You promised us!”

And may G-d immediately heed our heartfelt 
cries as He did those of our ancestors.
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time of spiritual darkness, so that restraint would 
seem necessary, there is no need to curb our 
worldly involvement. We need merely reorient 
our perspective. For we are approaching the 
Redemption, when the G-dliness that permeates 
all of existence will be revealed. As we are 
so close to that era, we have the potential to 
anticipate this revelation by appreciating now 
G-d’s presence in all aspects of the world. (In the 
Paths of Our Fathers, SIE, Likkutei Sichos, Vol. IV) 

from correspondence 
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

8th of lyar, 5731 [1971]
To the Students of the Girls Division of the 
Grammar School Lubavitch House, Stamford 
Hill London, England
Blessing and Greeting:
I was pleased to receive the special Pesach 
[Passover] edition of your school magazine 
“Schoolainu.” I hope you will send me also 
the future editions.
On the basis of the teaching of the Alter 
Rebbe [Rabbi Shneur Zalman, founder of 
Chabad Chasidism] that a Jew has to live 
in accordance with the times – the times 
and seasons of the Torah as reflected in our 
Jewish calendar, the present days of sefira 
[counting the 49 days between the second 
night of Passover until Shavuos] have a 
timely message for each and every one of us.
As you surely know, our Sages tell us that 
the origin of the counting of these days goes 
back to Yetziyas Mitzrayim [the Exodus from 
Egypt], when our ancestors, immediately 
after leaving Egypt, began to count the days 
and weeks to the great day of Mattan Torah 
[the Giving of the Torah, i.e., Shavuos]. For 
Moshe Rabbeinu [Moses] had told them that 
the whole purpose of their being freed from 
Egyptian bondage was in order that they 
should receive the Torah at Mt. Sinai, and 
they eagerly and impatiently looked forward 
to it, counting each day that brought them 
nearer to that great moment.
On the basis of this, G-d later made it a mitz-
vah [commandment] for Jews to count these 
days of the omer, which connect Pesach, the 
Festival of Liberation (from physical slavery) 
with Shavuos, the Festival of Mattan Torah 
(true spiritual freedom).
If our ancestors were so eager to receive the 
Torah even though they hardly knew any-
thing about it, how much more so, after Mat-
tan Torah, must Jews appreciate the Torah 
and mitzvos, especially we, in our generation, 

who know what the Torah and mitzvos have 
meant for our people throughout the past 
generations.
Needless to say, that the appreciation and 
love of the Torah and mitzvos must express 
themselves in the daily life, in accordance 
with the teaching of our Sages that “the 
essential thing is the deed.” By this is meant 
that the daily conduct should be such that it 
is clearly seen to be the result of the teaching 
and instruction of the Torah (Torah – hora’a), 
including every aspect of the daily life at 
home and in the school, etc. Where there is a 
will and determination to this effect, hatzlo-
cho [success] is assured, as our Sages tell us 
that “nothing stands in the way of the will.”
May G-d grant that you should have good 
news to report in all the above, and that you 
should go from strength to strength in your 
advancement.

7th of Iyar, 5741 [1981]
Greeting and Blessing:
I duly received your letter of the 1st day of 
Rosh Chodesh Iyar and, as requested, will 
remember you for the fulfillment of your 
heart’s desires for good.
There is surely no need to remind you that 
there is always room for advancement in 
matters of Torah and Yiddishkeit [Judaism], 
which is a must for its own sake, but is also 
the way to widen the channels to receive G-
d’s blessings in all needs.
The present days of sefira are particularly 
auspicious for such advancement, in prepara-
tion for the festival of Mattan Torah [the Giving 
of the Torah i.e., Shavuos]. In this connection, 
it is noteworthy that in counting the days of 
the omer, we do not use the ordinal numbers 
(second day, third day, etc.) but the cardinal 
numbers (two days, three days, etc.).
This indicates that the advancement in 
matters of Torah and mitzvos is not just a 
matter of rising to a higher level, but at the 
same time it implies retention of all previ-
ous achievements in a cumulative way. Thus 
we say “shnei yomim” [two days] rather than 
“yom sheni” [second day] – the difference 
between two days and the second day.
With prayerful wishes for hatzlocho [success] 
to you and yours,
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The Rebbe Maharash (Rabbi Shmuel, the fifth Rebbe of Chabad-Lubavitch) carefully 
scrutinized the chasid who had just entered his room for a private audience. “Tell 
me,” he asked, “have you allotted time to learn Torah with others?”
The chasid shifted uneasily. A talented silversmith and skillful watchmaker, he had 
traveled for many days from his town, Vladimir, to be with the Rebbe, and this 
private audience was definitely the culmination of his visit.
No, he explained, he had not scheduled any learning sessions with others, but he was 
not to blame. He had just taken up residence in Vladimir and the Jewish population 
there was comprised of boors, through no fault of their own. They were descendants 
of the Cantonists – the Jewish children who had been brutally kidnapped from their 
grief-stricken parents to serve forcibly in the Czar’s army, eventually forgetting the 
sacred laws and rituals of their youth.
There were only two villagers capable of officiating as cantor; the chasid was the 
only one in the entire community learned enough to read from the Torah, and it was 
his sacred duty to prepare the weekly Torah portion. This, besides his daily private 
study schedule and business, argued the chasid, left him with no additional time to 
teach others.
“I do not understand you,” said the Rebbe Maharash disapprovingly. “For what 
reason did you leave your previous residence in Polotsk – which is famed for its 
religious adherence – and exchange it for Vladimir, a wilderness barren of Torah 
study and observance of mitzvot (commandments)?”
The chasid agreed wholeheartedly. Polotsk had been an exemplary place to live, 
inhabited by exceptionally pious people who filled its synagogues from dawn till 
dusk, and whose yeshivot boasted advanced levels of religious education of no small 
repute. But what could he do? His business had deteriorated steadily and he barely 
eked out a meager existence in Polotsk. Besides, he had expressly asked for and 
received the Rebbe’s consent and blessing to move to Vladimir. The blessing had 
materialized to the fullest extent with his business succeeding beyond his wildest 
dreams.
“You are mistaken,” said the Rebbe Maharash, “thinking that you were sent to 
Vladimir for business purposes. Whoever believes in G-d and Divine Providence 
can, and must, understand that G-d does not uproot a G-d-fearing family from a 
religious oasis to a religious desert for material reasons. This notion stems from your 
misconception of your purpose. In truth, your purpose is not to work with silver and 
watches but to spread G-d’s Torah and its commandments wherever possible. Your 
move to Vladimir was Divinely orchestrated to enable you to teach and inspire the 
masses, whether the knowledgeable soldier or the illiterate Cantonist children.”
The Rebbe Maharash continued, “Have you forgotten the teaching of the saintly 
Baal Shem Tov that a soul descends to this physical world for 70 or 80 years to do 
another Jew a favor, a physical favor and especially a spiritual one? He who assumes 
that his steps are predestined according to his material needs is lacking in his faith. 
Cannot the same Divine blessing rest in Polotsk as in Vladimir? My blessing for 
your material success was intended to accompany your own efforts in disseminating 
Judaism; without it, my blessing will come to nothing.”
“Let the reader beware,” wrote the Previous Rebbe, who recorded this story in 
a letter to one of his followers, “ do not read this story as if it were just another 
anecdote, entering one ear just to exit the other. Rather, let the words of the Rebbe 
Maharash permeate his very essence, and let every person ask himself - what am I 
doing to fulfill the Divine mission that has been entrusted to my care in the place 
which has been Divinely ordained for me?!”
Reprinted from Beis Moshiach Magazine

You shall be holy, for I am holy (Lev. 19:2)
The Midrash explains that these verses were said during 
the “Hakhel” years when all of the Jews were assembled 
together in Jerusalem. The fact that these words were said 
in public teaches us that even in the street, so to speak, one 
should be holy and not be ashamed of one’s Jewishness. 
(Divrei Shaarei-Chaim)

“Holy, but not removed from the world,” comments the 
Ktav Sofer. Man is enjoined to imitate G-d, the source of all 
holiness, Who actively involves Himself in all aspects of His 
creation. G-d wants us to live a holy life within the physical 
world, not to be ascetic. A saying exists that a wealthy man’s 
son never has to worry about making a living. Likewise, G-d 
reassures His children, the Jewish people, that holiness 
and sanctity are well within their grasp. “For I am holy”-
”I have enough holiness to go around for everyone.” (The 
Rebbe of Alexander) 

And you shall love your neighbor as yourself (Lev. 19:18)
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn, the previous Rebbe 
once related: As a four year old, I asked my father (Rabbi 
Shalom Dov Ber), “Why did G-d create two eyes and not 
one, as He did with the mouth and nose?” My father began 
explaining by asking: “In the Hebrew alphabet there are 
both the letter shin and the letter sin. What is the difference 
between them?” I answered that one has a dot on the 
right side, and one has a dot on the left side. My father 
explained: “There are things in the world at which we must 
look with the right eye, with love and affection, and things 
that we must see with the left eye, as if from a distance. For 
instance, we must look at the letters in a prayer book and 
at another Jew, with our right eye, and at candies and toys 
with the left...” This implanted love for a fellow Jew firmly in 
my heart. One must look favorably upon every single Jew, 
no matter who he is...” (Likutei Dibburim)

And when you come into the land (Lev. 19:23)
Certain commandments only pertain to the land of Israel, 
and are not applicable outside of its borders. Despite the 
admonition of the Tzemach Tzedek – the third Lubavitcher 
Rebbe – to “make here the land of Israel,” we should 
not feel that it is acceptable to languish in exile for even 
one minute more than necessary. Our goal remains the 
physical land of Israel and the ushering in of the Messianic 
era through the coming of Moshiach.

7:26 Candle Lighting Time
NY Metro Area
11 Iyar/April 23
Torah Portions Acharei-Kedoshim
Ethics Ch 3
Shabbat ends 8:29 PM
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