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from the teachings of the Rebbe
on the Torah portion

there was the exact mark the mother had described. The parents fell 
on their son’s neck with tears pouring down their cheeks. With the 
power of his holy vision, the rebbe saved the brother and sister from 
a terrible transgression. Word of this miracle spread from town to 
town, and people flocked to see Rabbi Chaim of Zanz with their 
own eyes.
“I was present at the time, and I also went to the tzadik (righteous 
person). I offered to give him a large sum of money to distribute to 
the needy. At the time, I didn’t understand his reply, for he refused 
to accept any money from me. He said that one day, one of his 
Chasidim would come and I could ‘pay him back’ then. Now I am 
asking you to give this man the entire sum of money that the tzadik 
requests from you.”
The gentleman took the sum of money from a drawer and presented 
it to Shmuel. When Shmuel left, the woman turned to her husband 
and said, “There is one more thing I didn’t tell you. The bridegroom 
in the story is none other than our own son-in- law, the husband of 
our daughter!”

Dear Ole’ Mom

Rabbi Chaim of Sanz never turned away anyone in need, but when Shmuel needed to marry 
off his daughter, the tzadik just looked at him and refused to give him a penny. “I will give 
you some advice,” said the rebbe, “and I will provide you with a letter of introduction to a 
person in Vienna named Nachum ben Yosef.
You must get from him 500 gold rubles. Just remember one thing: Don’t take even one 
penny less than that amount.”
“But Vienna is a great city; how will I be able to find this person?” asked a stunned Shmuel.
“Don’t worry. Just go into one of the shuls. There you will meet a man who will take you to 
him for five silver coins,” replied the rebbe.
Shmuel soon found himself outside of the rebbe’s room, perplexed at his situation. The way 
to Vienna was very far; his pathetic old horse would never make it. He sat down on a bench 
and thought for a while. He decided to sell the horse and proceeded on the journey. When 
Shmuel finally arrived in Vienna there were many shuls. He entered the first one and went 
up to the caretaker.
“Perhaps you know a Nachum ben Yosef?” Shmuel was afraid the man would laugh at him, 
but instead, he replied, “Yes, I know him and I’ll lead you to him for five silver coins.”
The traveler was thrilled with his good fortune. He gave the man the silver coins and soon 
a short time later they were standing in front of Nachum’s house. Shmuel knocked on the 
door and a distinguished-looking gentleman invited him inside. Shmuel handed him the 
letter from the rebbe.
“I don’t understand why the rebbe thinks I should give you such a tremendous sum of 
money. I will be happy to give you one or two rubles, but 500 is out of the question.”
“No,” protested Shmuel, “The rebbe told me that I am not to accept even a penny less than 
the entire sum, and I am following his instructions!”
“All right, I’ll give you 50 rubles, but that’s it.”
“You don’t understand. The rebbe told me I have to get the entire 500 and I must do exactly 
as he told me!”
This continued for another half hour or so, with the gentleman offering a bit more, and 
Shmuel flatly refusing to budge. Finally, the Viennese gentleman was so frustrated he didn’t 
know what to do. He wanted to honor the rebbe’s request, but 500 rubles was a fortune! He 
decided to ask his wife’s opinion on the matter. After reading the letter from the rebbe the 
woman said, “Please give him all the money he requests, and I will explain everything to 
you.
“Do you remember our trip to Budapest? When we were there, the rebbe was also visiting. 
A wedding was about to take place, but none of the rabbis would agree to officiate because 
no one knew the groom. The bridal party was in a tizzy, not knowing what to do, when word 
was brought to them that the rebbe himself would come.
“Finally the rebbe arrived. He stood to the side, deep in thought, and suddenly asked that the 
bride’s parents be brought to him. ‘Tell me,’ he asked, ‘Did you ever have other children?’
“ ‘We had a little boy who drowned many years ago,’ replied the father.
“ ‘Would you tell me how it happened?’ asked the rebbe.
“ ‘One day, we went on an outing to the countryside. The children went bathing in the river, 
and our son disappeared under the water. We ran, but by the time we came, there was no 
trace of him.’
“ ‘Do you remember if he had any particular distinguishing mark?’ asked the rebbe.
“ ‘Yes,’ answered the mother, ‘He had a deep scar on his knee where he had once fallen on 
a tree trunk.’
“The rebbe called over the bridegroom and asked him to roll up his trousers. Sure enough, 

In the seventh year there shall be Sabbath of rest unto 
the land (Lev. 25:4)
Not only do the Jewish people have a Sabbath, so too 
does the land of the Jews! A Hebrew servant works for six 
years and goes free in the seventh. Similarly, the Land of 
Israel returns to G-d’s sole authority in the seventh year. 
The value of the Land of Israel is not limited to the benefit 
human beings can derive from it. It has is own essential 
worth, which we honor and recognize every seven years. 
(Rabbi Yitzchak Breuer) 

For the children of Israel are servants to Me (Lev. 25:55)
The Jewish people are sometimes referred to as G-d’s 
servants and sometimes as His children. As far as the Jewish 
body is concerned we are His servants, unconditionally 
accepting the yoke of heaven to carry out His will. As 
concerns the soul, however, every Jew is a child of G-d, for 
the soul serves G-d with love as a child serves his father.
(Sefer HaMaamarim Kuntresim)

If (“Im”) you will walk in My statutes (Lev.26:3)
“The word ‘im’ (‘if’) is used to imply pleading and entreaty,” 
the Gemara states, teaching us that G-d pleads, as it were, 
with each and every Jew: “Please walk in My statutes! 
Please keep My mitzvot!” G-d’s request also endows us 
with the strength to overcome all difficulties that might 
stand in the way of observing Torah and mitzvot. (Hayom 
Yom)

7:40 Candle Lighting Time
NY Metro Area
25 Iyar//May 7
Torah Portions Behar-Bechukotai
Blessing of the new month Sivan
Ethics Ch 5
Shabbat ends 8:45 PM

This week we read two Torah portions, Behar and Bechukotai. 
In Bechukotai we read that during exile, G-d will remember 
the promise He made with our ancestors: “And I will 
remember My covenant with Jacob and also My covenant 
with Isaac and also My covenant with Abraham...”

Why is the order of our ancestors reversed? Shouldn’t the 
covenant with Abraham be mentioned first, then Isaac his 
son and finally Jacob?

Sometimes it seems that the real heroes and greatest 
leaders all lived in the past. We feel that we are not so holy, 
so capable, such giants... but our grandparents were. “How 
can I be expected to be great? How can small me make a 
difference?”

By reversing the order, the Torah is telling us that though 
our ancestors were great, we possess qualities and abilities 
that they did not. If we tap into our G-d given strengths, we 
can accomplish wonderful things. We can be great as well.

You may then ask, who am I to aspire for greatness?

One of the qualities Jacob had over Abraham, was that 
he was the descendant of great and holy people. Jacob 
was born great; all he needed to do was to bring to the 
forefront what he already was.

You, too, descend from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sara 
Rebbeca, Rachel and Leah. You don’t have to aspire for 
greatness, you were born that way. All you need to do is 
reveal who you are.

When I was diagnosed with ALS and started losing my 
ability to walk, talk, sing, dance, play the guitar, teach, etc., 
I was faced with a dilemma: What purpose is there for me? 
What is there for me to accomplish? What difference can I 
possibly make?

The answer became clear with the outpouring of love all 
around me. I saw how wonderful everyone around me 
is and I personally witnessed greatness from the most 
unexpected places. It dawned on me that if my crisis 
brought out greatness in others, perhaps if I dig deep I will 
find some way to make a difference too. I was pleasantly 
surprised to find that there are still ways for me to make 
a difference and in some ways, even greater than before.

You are greater than you think. Go make a difference.
Adapted by Rabbi Yitzi Hurwitz from the teachings of the Rebbe, yitzihurwitz.blogspot.com. Rabbi 
Hurwitz, who is battling ALS, and his wife Dina, are emissaries of the Rebbe in Temecula, Ca.

While everyone is into the spirit 
of card-and-present-buying-take-
Mom-out-to-eat (for outdoor 
dining, at least!) in honor of 
Mothers-Day it’s a most opportune 
time to take a look at some Jewish 
aspects of Mom and motherhood. 
We all know that one of the ten 
commandments is “Honor your 
father and your mother.” But, what 
do Jewish sources have to say 
specifically about honoring your 
mother? In the commandment to 
honor one’s parents, honoring one’s 
father is mentioned first. This is 
because a person naturally respects 
his mother more. Since nature gives 
precedence to the mother, the Torah 
compensates and balances them out 
by mentioning the father first.
Eve was called “the mother of all 
living” whereas Adam was only 
called “the first man.” Some explain 
this to mean that motherhood and 
the influence of the mother has a 
deeper, more lasting mark than 
fatherhood. 
In his book, A Jew and His Home, 
Rabbi Eliyau Kitov gives a different 
twist to a famous saying. He writes, 
“And in every generation, in times 
of oppression as in times of relief, 
in the latest generations just as in 
the earliest, every good trait one 
finds in our people and amongst its 
leaders, is the result of the influence 
of a Jewish mother -- more than a 
Jewish father. To such an extent is 
this apparent that it has become a 
proverbial truth: ‘Show me a great 
man and I will show you a great 
mother.’ It is therefore plain that 
the origin of everything good that 
one finds in the world and amongst 

Jews is woman.”
In addition, Jewish law gives the 
mother the exclusive ability to 
determine to whose people a child 
belongs. The child belongs to the 
people of which his or her mother 
is a member.
There is nothing loftier or more 
miraculous than bringing another 
Jewish child into the world. G-d 
could have formed man in such 
a way that he would become the 
primary perpetuator of the Jewish 
nation. In His infinite wisdom, 
though, He chose to confer this 
honor on Jewish mothers.
In addition to 
honoring our 
parents, we 
are enjoined 
“Each person 
must fear 
his mother 
and father.” 
There are 
numerous laws 
detailing what 
constitutes 
honor and fear. Jewish sources even 
speak about how to respectfully treat 
parents who have become senile or 
need constant medical attention. 
Your local Jewish bookstore should 
be able to supply you with food for 
thought on the subject (as opposed 
to the food for your stomache with 
which your mother supplied you).
So, go ahead and send your mom 
a card for Mothers day. But don’t 
leave it at that. Make sure she 
knows how much you appreciate 
her every day, and treat her with the 
honor that is her G-d given right.

Dedicated in Honor of
Mr. David Schwartz
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In the portion of Behar we read: “The land will 
yield her fruit and you will eat your fill (Lev. 
25:19) The Torah emphasizes “her fruit” because 
in the Garden of Eden, the earth was capable of 

It is customary to study Ethics of the Fathers on 
Shabbat afternoons from Passover until Shavuot, and 
in some communities throughout the summer months 
untiil Rosh Hashana. 

This week we study Chapter Five:
“There were ten generations from Adam to Noah,” 

we learn in the second Mishna, “to indicate how great 
is His patience; for all those generations repeatedly 
angered Him, until He brought upon them the waters 
of the Flood. There were ten generations from Noah 
to Abraham, to indicate how great is His patience, for 
all those generations repeatedly angered Him, until 
Abraham our father came and received the reward of 
them all.”

The first ten generations were different from the 
second ten in how they “repeatedly angered Him.” 
There are two types of evil in the world: evil so 
completely bad that the only way to overcome it is 
through destruction, and evil that can be transformed 
into good, because it contains a spark of goodness.

We see this reflected in the wars that the Jewish 
people waged against their enemies in ancient times. 
They were permitted to derive benefit from some spoils 
of war, but other items had to be destroyed outright. 
In one instance it was a positive mitzva to transform 
into something holy an object that had belonged to the 
realm of unholiness, yet in the other it was a positive 
mitzva to obliterate it.

The evil perpetrated by the first ten generations was 
absolute. For this reason, G-d erased them from the 
earth with the Flood.

The evil of the next ten generations, however, was 
of the kind that can be elevated into good. Abraham 
was able to correct the failings of the previous ten 
generations, and thus merited the reward of all of them.

Goodness lasts forever, but evil has no true 
existence. Every good deed we do is added to the 
previous ones, accumulating from generation to 
generation. We therefore have the greatest merit of any 
generation since the world was created, and will thus 
merit to see this mighty storehouse of good speedily 
revealed with the coming of Moshiach.

The name of our publication has special meaning. 
It stands for the name of Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka Schneerson 
(obm), wife of the Rebbe.
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producing fruit on the day it was plowed and 
sowed, and even the trunk of the trees tasted like 
fruit. After Adam sinned the earth was cursed, 
and we no longer receive those blessings. Here 
the Torah alludes to the days of Moshiach when 
we will once again receive these blessings, and 
the land will produce her fruits according to her 
potential.(The Rebbe, Vedibarta Bam)

from correspondence 
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

Rosh Chodesh Sivan, 5734 [1974]
Chaplain -
Elmendorf Air Force Base
Alaska
Due to a very crowded schedule, this is my 
first opportunity of congratulating you on your 
extraordinary Zechus [privilege] of initiating 
the project of the first Mikveh in Anchorage for 
the Alaskan Jewish community, which you ac-
complished, with G-d’s help, as I am informed 
by our mutual friends, the Rabbonim [distin-
guished rabbis] who flew in to participate in 
this great event.
As for the importance of this matter, I need 
hardly emphasize it to you, since your own 
initiative is best proof of being fully aware of it.
However, on the basis of the dictum of our 
Sages, “Encourage the energetic,” I wish to 
express my confident hope that you are doing 
all you can to make the Mikveh a busy place, 
frequented regularly not only by the women 
who directly benefit from your good influence 
but also by their friends and acquaintances 
who will be induced by them to follow their 
example. And while this kind of religious 
inspiration is a “must” wherever Jews live, it is 
even more so in the City and State where the 
Mikveh has just been established for the first 
time. It is well to bear in mind that a “Jewish 
heart is always awake” and responsive to 
Torah and Mitzvos.
It is significant in this case that the one who 
merited the great Zechus of establishing the 
Mikveh is a person in military service. For, 
military service, by definition and practice, very 
aptly illustrates the basic principle of commit-
ment to Torah and Mitzvos, namely, na’ase 
(“we will do,” and then) v’nishma (“we will 
understand”).
Moreover, the soldier’s duty to carry out the or-
ders of a commanding officer and carry them 
out promptly and to the best of his ability, is 
in no way inhibited by the fact that in civilian 
life the soldier may be vastly superior to his 

commanding officer in many respects. Nor does 
such a circumstance diminish in the least the 
soldier’s self-esteem in obeying the order. On 
the contrary, by not allowing any personal views 
to interfere with his military duties, he demon-
strates his strength of character and integrity.
The same is true in the area of Torah and Mitz-
vos. One may be a very rich man - in the ordi-
nary sense, or rich in knowledge of the sciences, 
or in other achievements in public life. Yet, when 
it comes to Halachah, the Law of Torah conduct, 
he accepts it with complete obedience and dedi-
cation, on the authority of a fellow-Jew who had 
consecrated all his life to Torah study and Torah 
living and is eminently qualified to transmit the 
“Word of G-d-the Halachah.”
A further point which characterizes military 
discipline also has a bearing on the subject of 
Torah and Mitzvos. In the military, no soldier can 
claim that his conduct is his personal affair; nor 
can he take the attitude that there are many 
other soldiers to carry out military assign-men-
ts, but he will do as he pleases. For it has often 
been demonstrated in military history how one 
action of a single soldier could have farreaching 
consequences for an entire army and country.
Every Jew is a soldier in the “Army of G-d,” as 
is often emphasized in this week’s Sidra [Torah 
portion]-kol yotzei tzovo, “everyone going forth 
as a soldier.” And he is bound by the same two 
basic rules: To carry out G-d’s commandments 
promptly and fully, without question (na’ase 
before v’nishma), and to recognize his respon-
sibility to his people (“All Jews are responsible 
for one another”), hence the consequences of 
one good deed. To quote the Rambam: “Every 
person should always consider himself and the 
whole world as equi-balanced. Hence, when he 
does one Mitzvah, he tips the scale in favor of 
himself and of the whole world” (see it at length 
in Hil[chos] Teshuvah 3, hal[achah] 4).
May you go from strength to strength in all that 
has been said above, in all aspects of Yiddish-
keit, which includes also influence to promote 
among non-Jews the observance of the basic 
Seven Mitzvos, with all their numerous ramifica-
tions, which are incumbent upon all man-kind 
and the foundation of human society.
At this time before Shovuos, I wish you and all 
our brethren at the Base as well as the commu-
nity, a happy and inspiring Festival of Receiving 
Our Torah, with the traditional Chasidic blessing 
– to receive the Torah with joy and inwardness.
With esteem and blessing,

Reprinted from Lubavitch International Magazine – Spring 2021

Infielder and pitcher Elie Kligman has been running 
the bases as long as he can remember. One of the top-
ranked youth players in Nevada, the eighteen-year-
old has competed at all levels, but when the sun goes 
down on Friday, Elie is not on the field.
The Las Vegas high school senior, now scouted by 
both Division I colleges and Major League teams, 
has risen steadily in the ranks of America’s national 
pastime, earning accolades wherever he plays. Dur-
ing last summer’s prestigious Area Code Baseball 
Games, Kligman was chosen to play before MLB 
scouts with only 174 peers from around the country.
What sets him apart is not only his powerful pitching 
arm: Elie is an observant Jew who keeps a kosher diet 
and prays daily. And he has never played on Shabbat. 
Even as he eyes the Majors, he affirms that observing 
Shabbat will be a priority no matter what field he’s 
on.
That’s not to say it’s easy, Elie candidly admits. “It’s 
always hard. I don’t get to be with my team. I don’t 
get to help them out. But still,” he declares, “Shabbos 
comes first. That’s just how I roll.”
Elie inherited his attitude from his father, Marc, an 
attorney and sports agent. The fifty-one-year-old dad, 

who played baseball as an undergraduate at Johns 
Hopkins, taught Elie and his younger brother Ari the 
game when they were tots. He coached their youth 
league teams for years.
Marc played his heart out in college, but it was in 
law school that he discovered his soul. While earn-
ing his J.D. at Tulane, he encountered Chabad and 
chose to make his an Orthodox lifestyle. He and his 
wife, Leah, also an attorney, raise their children with a 
strong Torah identity and a passion for baseball.
On the diamond, Marc trains his two boys with the 
same philosophy as his pro clients. “I teach all my 
players that they will, at times, fail. They need to 
embrace failure, learn from their mistakes, and push 
on to succeed at the next thing. It’s really a Chasidic 
concept,” he muses. “The mind needs to control the 
emotions. There’s no place on the field for throwing 
helmets and bats.”
Indeed, Marc believes, failure is often G-d’s way of 
throwing you a better pitch. Elie first joined a Little 
League team when the family lived in San Diego, but 
he ended up missing 60 percent of the games, as most 
are played on Friday evening and Saturday. Though 
Marc tried to convince the league to adjust their 
schedule, they would not. Eventually, Marc discov-
ered the North City Youth Baseball, a smaller league 
that was thrilled to have young, high-caliber play-
ers like Elie and Ari, and eagerly made the schedule 
work for the Shabbat-observant kids. “They played 
on better fields, had better rules, and better uniforms,” 
Marc says. “G-d was clearly sending us to a much 
finer place.” Ten years later, last spring, teammates, 
parents, and coaches rallied successfully to change a 
game scheduled for the second day of Pesach.
Rabbi Chaim Ozer Metal of Chabad of Summerlin, 
Nevada, where the Kligmans are members, is a Mets 
fan himself. The rabbi says he has “great respect for 
the way Elie pursues his drive and commitment to the 
game while remaining strong in his Judaism.” Metal 
can often be found in the bleachers watching Elie 
play at Cimarron-Memorial High School. He wears 
a fitted baseball cap and personalized jersey bear-
ing the nickname “Rally Rabbi” (the team attributes 
some of their late-game wins to his presence).
Elie is often compared to Sandy Koufax, the legend-
ary Dodgers pitcher who benched himself on Yom 
Kippur during the 1965 World Series. “It’s pretty cool 
to be in the same sentence with him,” Elie says.
Elie believes the Majors are ready for an observant 

Jew. “The world is ready for it,” he says, and he’d 
like to be the one to show others “that you can do 
what you love, without compromising who you are.”

***
by Rabbi Gershon Avtzon
Once, when Rabbi Shimshon Stock obm saw me and 
my friends playing baseball, he came over and said 
that he wants to share an insight with us, that he per-
sonally heard from the Rebbe. We were all ears. He 
told us the following story:
In 1955, we were all fans of the Brooklyn Dodgers. I 
had a friend whose son was becoming Bar-Mitzvah 
and he was a real die-hard fan. He would eat, sleep 
and dream baseball. When it came the time before his 
Bar Mitzvah, I introduced him to the Rebbe. The boy 
was expecting to be asked about his Torah learning 
etc., but instead the Rebbe went directly to the game 
of baseball. The Rebbe asked him if he ever attended 
a professional baseball game. ‘We were at a game a 
month ago,’ the boy replied, and added that ‘It was 
disappointing. By the sixth inning, the Dodgers were 
losing nine-to-two, so we decided to leave.’
“ ‘Did the players also leave the game when you left?’ 
asked the Rebbe. 
“ ‘Rabbi,’ the boy responded loudly, ‘the players 
can’t leave in the middle of the game! There are play-
ers and fans,’ continued the young fan. ‘The fans can 
leave when they like, they’re not part of the game and 
the game continues after they leave. But the players 
need to stay until the game is over and try to win.’
“ ‘That is the lesson I want to teach you in Judaism,’ 
said the Rebbe with a smile. ‘You can be either a fan 
or a player. Be a player.’ The Rebbe summed up the 
conversation with a lesson, when you are praying and 
putting on Tefillin you are a player in the ballgame.”
This seemingly cute and simple story had a profound 
impact on me and my outlook on being Jewish. I 
knew that I had to be “in it to win it” and quitting 
my commitments were not an option. I was a player 
on G-d’s professional team, and I need to stay until 
the end. Many people ask me, when they see me on 
the street or in the store, if I am an “observant Jew.” 
I always respond, based on this story, that I try not 
to observe Judaism. When I see the shocked looks 
on their faces, I smile and continue: I work very hard 
that I should not be just an observer, fan, of Judaism 
– rather a practicing and involved Jew.
Rabbi Avtzon is director of Yeshivas Lubavitch Cincinnati

Today Is...
25 Iyar
Rabbi Shneur Zalman taught: “The reward 
of a mitzva is the mitzva.”The mitzva in its 
ultimate essence – state is the reward. The 
revelation of this essence will take place 
in the Time to Come. This is the “enduring 
principal of the mitzva.”However, man 
also “eats of its fruits in This World,”each 
mitzva according to its particular nature; 
i.e. when man has that particular need, he 
is answered.

New Centers
Rabbi Dovie and Jessica Shochet are opening up a new Chabad House 
in Mill Hill, East London, England. Mill Hill East is an up-and-coming 
community with many young Jewish families moving to the area. 
It is also the home of the Jewish Blind and Disabled headquarters. 
Rabbi Shlomo Bentolila, Director of Chabad of Central Africa, announced 
the opening of a new Chabad House in Zambia in memory of his late wife 
Miriam Bentolila. Zambia will be the eleventh country where a permanent 
Chabad House operates in Central Africa.

Teen Bus
Chabad L’Noar – Israel’s “C-Teen” recently 
dedicated a  “Bus”specially customized for trips 
and events. The bus is equipped with an expandable 
kitchen, karaoke system and huge screen, tables, 
chairs and more. The roof is a storage area for tents 
and equipment for overnight trips.

Batter’s Up... But Never on Shabbat
by Dvora Lakein


