
Spring has Sprung
from the teachings of the Rebbe
on the Torah portion

In this week’s portion, Shemini, we read that a Kohen (priest)is not 
permitted to do the Temple service while intoxicated. G-d said this 
command directly to Aaron, instead of the usual, where He would 
say it to Moses or to both Moses and Aaron together.
Why the change? What can we learn from this?
Earlier in our portion we read about the death of Aaron’s sons 
Nadav and Avihu when, without being commanded, they brought 
incense offerings. Moses said to Aaron “This is what G-d spoke, 
‘I will be sanctified by those nearest to Me, and I will be honored 
before all the people.’” And Aaron was silent.
From here we understand that Nadav and Avihu were “those near 
to Me”, they were at a very high spiritual plane. G-d chose to be 
“sanctified” through them.
Rashi tells us that Aaron was rewarded for his silence. G-d handed 
down the mitzva (commandment) not to perform the Temple 
service while intoxicated, directly to Aaron. Aaron’s acceptance of 
G-d’s will in the most difficult and painful situation, earned him a 
divine communication.
Wine is symbolic of the deepest secrets of the Torah. To be 
intoxicated on this “wine” means to go to spiritual heights with the 
intention to lose yourself totally, to the extent that the soul leaves 
the body to become one with it’s source, G-d.
Though this sounds idealistic and lofty, it is not what G-d wants 
of us. He wants us to reach spiritual heights for the purpose of 
returning with the spiritual power to infuse the physical world with 
G-dliness.
Wine is okay, drunk is not.
Aaron was all about the fusion of G-dliness into the physical. That is 
what a High Priest is all about, helping us reach spiritually higher so 
that we can, in turn, use our new found heights to make this world 
in to a home for G-d.
By being silent he demonstrated his acceptance of G-d’s will. 
Recognizing his children’s greatness, being able to attain such 
a high spiritual plane and yet realizing that this is not what G-d 
wants. And then accepting G-d’s will.
We all suffer heartbreak and pain; accepting it as G-d’s will, even 
and especially when it makes no sense at all, puts you on an 
exalted level, worthy of being G-d’s conduit to lift and help others 
achieve higher heights and greater accomplishments.

I don’t know why G-d makes us suffer, I wish He wouldn’t. We 
accept the burden and pray for things to get better. However, this 
is His will and He surely has a good reason. All we can do is accept, 
and when we do we become His agent for positive change

.Adapted by Rabbi Yitzi Hurwitz from the teachings of the Rebbe, yitzihurwitz.blogspot.com. Rabbi 
Hurwitz, who is battling ALS, and his wife Dina, are emissaries of the Rebbe in Temecula, Ca.

Ahh, spring. If spring is here, can 
summer be far behind?
Spring forces us out of hibernation. 
In the spring we yearn to be outdoors, 
at least more than we were during the 
cold, dreary winter months. Spring, 
and the summer season that follows, 
inspires us to exercise and get in shape.
And getting in shape physically can 
actually aid us spiritually as well. In 
fact, the Maggid of Mezritch (successor 
of the Baal Shem Tov)told his son, “A 
small hole in the body makes a large 
hole in the soul.”
So, especially in the warm weather, 
when we might be more preoccupied 
with getting into and staying in shape, 
let’s use this optimal time to exercise 
and fortify our souls.
Traditionally, spiritual body-building is 
aided through the study of the Mishna’s 
Ethics of the Fathers – Pirkei Avot – 
on Shabbat afternoons beginning the 
Shabbat after Passover.
In the first chapter of Pirkei Avot (which 
we study this Shabbat afternoon) we 
read that Rabbi Yehoshua ben Perachya 
said: “...Judge every person favorably.”
At first glance, this doesn’t seem like 
such a difficult task. After all, it’s like 
saying that we should give someone the 
benefit of the doubt or that we should 
uphold that great principle of “innocent 
until proven guilty.”
However, in real life situations, it’s not 
so simple to consistently “judge every 
person favorably.”
After all, it’s easy to give someone the 
benefit of the doubt when we don’t 
even have to lift a finger to do so. But 
this precept is teaching us to judge 
favorably even if doing so is a struggle.

Imagine someone asking you to bench 
press 10 pounds. What a joke! Now, 
imagine being told to bench press 100 
pounds. That’s much more serious. 
What if you were asked to bench 200 
pounds? That’s something altogether 
different.
Judging someone favorably when the 
other person’s actions don’t impact 
on you is no big deal. It’s like bench 
pressing 10 pounds. It’s practically a 
joke. But if the other person’s conduct 
does affect you and does not seem 
worthy of favorable judgement, that’s 
more like bench pressing 100 pounds 
or even 200 pounds. Yet, even then, 
one should endeavor to find redeeming 
virtue in him.
Judging a person favorably involves an 
honest appreciation of the challenges 
that person faces. And this awareness 
should also lead to the understanding 
that G-d has surely given that 
person the ability to overcome these 
challenges. For, as our Sages state, G-d 
forces a person to confront only those 
challenges which he can overcome. 
Knowing that G-d has entrusted 
the formidable powers necessary to 
overcome difficult challenges should 
heighten the esteem with which we 
regard this individual.

With our newfound respect for the 
person, our interactions with him 
will be permeated with admiration. 
Our attitude will, in turn, inspire the 
individual to bring these potentials to 
the surface.

As the warm weather continues to lure 
us into being increasingly involved in 
healthy and pleasurable pursuits, let’s 
remember to build our characters and 
strengthen our spiritual muscles as well.
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TODAY IS...
28 Nissan
Chassidim asked their Rebbe, Rabbi Shneur 
Zalman, founder of Chabad Chasidism: 
“Which is the most important personal 
growth to work on, love of G-d or love of the 
Jewish people?” He replied: “Both love of G-d 
and love of the Jewish people thoroughly 
permeate the soul on every level. Scripture 
is explicit: ‘I have loved you, says the L-rd.’ 
(Malachi 1:2) It follows that love of the Jewish 
people is superior – for you love whom your 
beloved loves.”

Two years ago, I was at the Machon L’Yahadus 
Women’s Yeshiva family Shabbaton with my 
mother. Parents had flown in from Mexico, 
Australia, and all over the United States. As we 
were going around the room sharing, my mother 
said, “When I come here, I get a comforting 
feeling in my soul and I feel like this place is 
another home.” And then, my mother – who is not 
a very emotional person – burst into tears. “I can’t 
believe I was hesitant about coming; people came 
from all over the world but all I had to do was take 
the train!”
It was a 40-minute train ride but a long journey 
for me to feel like Machon L’Yahadus is home. 
The journey for my mother to experience the 
inclusiveness took even longer.
I first came to Crown Heights a little over 
two years ago and was greeted at the Machon 
L’Yahadus dorm with a warm hug from a dorm 
counselor who helped with my suitcase up the 
stairs. I didn’t come very far; I’m a Bensonhurst, 
Brooklyn native which is only a 40-minute train 
ride away from Crown Heights.
A few months prior, I had come back from my 
Birthright Israel trip, high off the feeling of Israel. 

Together Again
by Aviva Zelenyak

For the first time I had been surrounded by fellow 
Jews learning about our land, and other truths that 
were logically inexplicable, but it all made sense 
to my soul.
I came back home chasing that same high. I found 
it at the Chabad of Brooklyn College, under the 
leadership of Rabbi Moshe and Riky Raichik. That 
led me to the Machon L’Yahadus Winter Program. 
The program was so well thought-out, from the 
insightful classes to the fun bonding activities. 
I found that high I was chasing after Israel, but 
this time it was a Torah high. We learned Torah 
truths through the lens of Chasidic teachings, 
Herstory (history through the perspective of the 
Matriarchs), programs that explored family life, 
and a refreshing course on the Jewish perspective 
of love. This was an unbelievable 12-days of 
learning and bonding. I didn’t want to leave it 
behind.
Some of the Winter Program students extended 
their studies at Machon L’Yahadus until the end of 
the college semester break. So, when our Winter 
Program our counselor invited us locals back for 
a mini-Shabbat reunion, I wanted to come back 
to Crown Heights. Mrs. Shterna Rodal the dorm 
mother welcomed me with open arms. She told 
me, “Keep coming back for Shabbat, the door is 
always open for you.”
The first Shabbat I observed fully was during 
the Winter Program, and I have been keeping 
Shabbat ever since – almost two-and-a-half years 
later. Machon L’Yadadus is where I found my 
sisterhood and I learned by doing and coming 
back consistently. I learned how to keep Shabbat 
by keeping it here and being in good company. 
Whenever I would step foot in the dorm, it was 
like I was enveloped by a big, soulful hug, I was 
home with my sisters.
Although I was no longer a formal student, the 
dorm students always welcomed me as one of 
their own, always excited to host the “Shabbos 
guest” in their room. A bed was prepared for 
me and Shabbat meals arranged; I had no other 
worries other than to just show up. After we would 
light Shabbat candles together, we would gather 
in the beautiful chandelier room to sing together. 
Alumni who live in Crown Heights would join as 
well. The energy is high during this time. Looking 
around the room, you could see some girls curled 

up on the couches falling asleep from their busy 
weeks, others would be soulfully singing with their 
eyes closed. Mrs. Rodal and the dorm counselors 
would say an inspirational Torah thought relevant 
to the weekly portion and a Rebbe story, and then 
we were on our way to the synagogue for Friday 
night services.
After meals with the ever-hospitable Crown 
Heights families, we would head back to the dorm. 
We would talk until the later hours of the night. 
Many of us did not want to sleep, we wanted to soak 
up the energy. The next morning, we would head 
to a shul of our choice. (We had a group that would 
trek to Chabad Heights, a 20-minute walk from 
the dorm – shoutout to Rabbi Ari Kirschenbaum). 
After that we would go to our respective Shabbat 
lunch meals. As Shabbat was ending, we would 
would again reunite in the dorm’s “chandelier 
room” for niggunim (soul Chasidic melodies) and 
often spontaneous dancing. You could really feel 
the sisterhood in these moments. And just like that 
an uplifting Shabbat was over.
This is how I spent the majority of my weekends 
after the Winter Program of 2018 – learning and 
living through keeping Shabbat.
Then the global pandemic hit, and I had to carry 
my knowledge home with me. I was able to bring 
Shabbat to my family and make it a pleasant 
experience that we all look forward to. Although 
I wasn’t able to be a “Shabbos guest” at the dorm 
for nearly a year, my commitment to Shabbat and 
my connection to Machon L’Yahadus remained 
strong. Now that I’m able to come back to the 
dorm, so many things have changed. Most of the 
young women who I knew from my initial visits 
have graduated and moved on with their lives, but 
we’re still connected. And the first time I did come 
back to the dorm, I was greeted with the same 
open arms as I remembered from earlier times!
Machon L’Yahadus is a place for all young Jewish 
women, no matter her background. It is a warm 
place to return to at all stages in life. I attended 
a 12-day program in 2018 and found my home 
away from home.
Machon L’Yahadus, under the leadership of Rabbi 
Shloma Majeski, is a full-time yeshiva for young Jewish 
women at all points on their Jewish journey. Study 
programs are available from 12-days to two years. For 
more info visit womensyeshiva.org or call 718-552-2422.  

CTeen Virtual Shabbaton
Twenty-thousand Jewish teens participated in the 12th annual CTeen 
Shabbaton this year – with a twist from previous years. All programming 
except for Shabbat was virtual. Teens gathered online for ice-breakers, 
workshops, games and reunions. They watched performances and 
participated in a carefully crafted program that included motivation, 
faith, music and more. They were given the opportunity to build their own 
avatars and “meet” peers from 12 different time zones. The theme of the 
weekend was “UpLyft,” focusing on defeating loneliness in a Covid world. 

Children’s Torah
Forty years after the Rebbe announced a new initiative – a Torah scroll 
written to unite Jewish children around the world. Six Torah scrolls have 
been completed and the seventh scroll is almost complete. There are just 
over 15,000 letters left in the newest scroll. That means 2,120,000 Jewish 
children (under the age of Bar/Bat Mitzva) have united over the past 40 
years through these special Torah scrolls. If you know a Jewish child who 
does not yet have a letter sign him or her up at www.kidstorah.org.



Mitzvos.
A further point is this: After the Churban 
[destruction (of the Holy Temple)], when 
there could have been no question about the 
observance of the 17th of Tammuz [when the 
wall of Jerusalem were breached], Tisha B’Av 
[the Hebrew date on which the Holy Temple 
was destroyed], etc., there were still a number 
of Jews who remained in Eretz Yisroel [the Land 
of Israel], and it was incumbent upon them too 
to observe all the matters connected with the 
Golus. As a matter of fact, those who remained 
in Eretz Yisroel and saw with their own eyes 
the destruction, would have felt the Churban 
and Golus even more. Let us remember also 
that the observance of Tisha B’Av, etc., was 
in effect even during the time of Gedalia ben 
Achikom, the Jewish Governor of the Jewish 
community in Eretz Yisroel, before he was as-
sassinated by Ishmael (II Kings, 25:25)
As in the case of many other Torah matters, 
there are sources where they are explained at 
great length. However, inasmuch as not every 
person has the ability or patience to study 
these things at length in their original sources, 
they come also in a short and concentrated 
form.
Thus we find also the subject under discussion 
formulated in succinct terms by the Great 
Teacher, the Rambam, who was not only the 
Guide for the Perplexed of his generation, but 
for the perplexed of all generations. In his Code 
Yad Hachazakah, he describes in brief but highly 
meaningful terms the state of the last era of 
the Golus as it would be, and how the begin-
ning of the Geulo would follow.
I will quote what he states, but in English 
translation, with interpolations to clarify the 
text, with some prefatory remarks, namely, 
that it has been amply explained in the 
Written and Oral Torah that the Geulo will 
come through the Melech Hamoshiach [King 
Moshiach], and as the Rambam also declares, 
simply as a matter of course, in the section 
which is the last of his entire Code, so that it is 
in a sense the very seal of his Code - the sec-
tion of Hilchos Melochim [the Laws of Kings].
There, at the beginning of chapter 11, he 
states that the Melech Hamoshiach will bring 
the Geulo, and at the end of this chapter he 
describes carefully the order how this will 
come about. And since this is not a book on 
philosophy, but a code of laws, the terms used 
are carefully chosen and strictly to the point, 
without polemics or homiletics.

Continued in next issue

What more can I to do to motivate the entire 
Jewish people to clamor and cry out, and thus 
actually bring about the coming of Moshiach? 
All that I can possibly do is to give the matter 
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over to you. Now, do everything you can to bring 
Moshiach, here and now, immediately. May it be 
G-d’s will that there will be one, two, or three 
among you who will appreciate what needs to be 
done and how it needs to be done, and may you 
actually be successful and bring about the true 
and complete Redemption. May this take place 
immediately, in a spirit of happiness and with 
gladness of heart. ( The Rebbe 28 Nissan, 5751– 1991)

from correspondence 
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

21st of Menachem Av, 5728 [1968]
I am in receipt of your (undated) letter.
The first observation I must make is that 
whenever a question is to be discussed, there 
can be a meaningful discussion only if both 
sides accept certain premises as a basis for the 
discussion.
From your letter I see that we both recognize 
the Written and Oral Torah as undisputable 
authority.
Now it is clearly explained both in the Written 
Torah, as well as in the Oral Torah, that insofar 
as Jews are concerned, Golus [exile] comes not 
as a result of military circumstances, namely 
an outnumbered army, nor as a result of eco-
nomic pressures necessitating submission to a 
stronger power, etc. Rather it has amply been 
explained again and again in the Chumash [the 
Five Books of Moses] (including whole Sidras 
[portions], such as Bechukosai, Ki Sovo, etc.) and 
in the books of the Prophets, and even more 
so in the Talmud and Rabbinic literature, that 
if Jews had always adhered to the Torah and 
Mitzvos, they would have never been banished 
into Exile, regardless of the fact that “You 
are the smallest among the nations.” For, 
Jews have always been outnumbered and 
outweighed in terms of military and physical 
strength, as King David puts it succinctly in one 
sentence, “These (come) in chariots, and those 
on horses, but we call upon the Name of G-d.”
Conversely, when Jews forsake the Torah and 
Mitzvos, G-d forbid, no power nor military 
might, nor political alliances, etc., are of any 
avail, as the Torah clearly states, “If you will 
walk contrary unto me, then will I also walk 
contrary unto you” etc., with the inevitable con-
sequence of Golus.
In the light of the above, the true test of 
events, to see if they herald the Geulo [Re-
demption] or not, is to see whether there has 
been an essential change in the causes which 
have brought about the Golus in the first 
place, namely, a new tendency in the direc-
tion of stronger adherence to the Torah and 

Thirty years ago, on the 28th of Nisan (this 
year occuring this Shabbat, April 10), the 
Rebbe made a declaration that shocked his 
Chasidim:
“I have done everything I can. Now I am giving 
it over to each one of you. Do everything you 
can to bring Moshiach in actuality” the Rebbe 
stated.
Throughout the following 11 months, until 
his stroke, the Rebbe continued to speak 
numerous times each week about Moshiach 
and what each one of us can do to prepare for 
and hasten the Redemption.
The Rebbe, ever emphasizing our Sages’ 
teaching that “deed is essential,” has given 
concrete suggestions about how we can best 
do what we need to do to bring Moshiach:
Study Torah in general, and in particular, those 
parts of Torah that pertain to Moshiach and 
the Redemption. More specifically, study about 
Moshiach and Redemption as elucidated in 
the Rebbe’s 32 volumes of “Collected Talks” 
(Likutei Sichot).
Live in a manner now that is a “dress 
rehearsal” for the Redemption, the time when 
there will no strife, no jealousy, world peace 
and inner harmony, and Divine knowledge 
will be within everyone’s reach.
Give extra charity, keeping in mind the 
Talmud’s teaching that charity hastens the 
Redemption.
Increase in acts of goodness and kindness. 
Every day, perhaps a number of times each 
day, do something kind for a neighbor, a friend, 
a co-worker, a family member, a stranger.
In this way, may we hasten the moment when 
all of our needs, spiritual and material, will 
be amply supplied in the ultimate Redemption.



1667

by Dovid Zaklikowski
Zalman of Kurnitz was a Vilna businessman and Torah scholar who became a follower 
of Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi, the founder of the Chabad movement. His devotion 
to Chabad was such that he was a leading student of three Chabad rebbes. Indeed, his 
children later married into the Rebbe’s family.
Once, Reb Zalman came to seek Rabbi Shneur Zalman’s guidance about a crisis in his 
family: His son-in-law had an acquaintance who had lately become very rough, unrefined 
and aggressive.
In an effort to help him, the son-in-law had confronted him and asked why he was not 
acting like himself. The tactic had failed. The man tried to attack Reb Zalman’s son-in-
law, and when he fled, pursued him. The family was frightened that the episode would end 
badly, he told the Rebbe.
Rabbi Shneur Zalman was not sympathetic. “Do you think that the result is unmerited?” 
he asked Reb Zalman. “Is it incumbent on a person to express everything that he sees? I 
also see many things, and I keep quiet.”

***

Orphaned at a young age, Moshe Leib Erblich (1745–1807) worked to support himself, 
yet he looked forward to the day when he could dedicate himself to his Torah studies. His 
hopes were realized when his mother inherited a large sum of money.
He travelled to a yeshiva in Mikulov (located today in Czech Republic), known to the 
Jewish locals as Nikolsburg. There he befriended the city’s chief rabbi, Rabbi Shmuel 
Shmelke (1726-1778).
One day, the rabbi’s wife was outside ritually washing her hands, when she removed her 
ring. A local thief, watching this unfold, stole her ring and darted off. When her husband 
heard the screaming, he told Moshe Leib, “Quickly, chase the thief and tell him that the 
ring is his, but he should know that it is worth 100 korunas and nothing less!”
The young boy pursued the thief and delivered the message. Expecting a beating, the thief 
was shocked by Moshe Leib’s compassionate message, and decided to return the ring.
But Moshe Leib insisted, “The rabbi gave it to you as a gift with all of his heart.”
Confused, the robber said, “If the rabbi is such a person, I certainly do not want any of 
his property.”
“If you want to do something positive, purchase jewelry for an orphaned bride,” Moshe 
Leib replied.
The thief listened to his words, and decided to change his life around by earning an honest 
living and providing for the needy.

***

The famed Chabad Chasid Pesach Malavstaker (d. 1870) was once walking in the street, 
when he saw a group of soldiers harassing a woman. He chastised them, diverting their 
attention and allowing the woman to escape. The soldiers then turned on Pesach, pursuing 
him through the town. He ran into the home of a friend and went to the basement. Finding 
several barrels there, Pesach jumped into an empty one, easing the cover on over him.
The soldiers tracked him to the basement, but could not discover his hiding place. In 
frustration, one soldier slammed the butt of his sword down on a barrel, smashing its 
cover. The blow landed on Pesach’s head as he crouched inside. He managed to keep 
quiet until the soldiers left, but the injury was severe. From that time on, he began to have 
frequent memory lapses.
A serious Torah scholar, he was greatly distressed by the situation and went to Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel, the third Lubavitch Rebbe, to ask for a blessing. Bitterly crying, he 
said, “What is Pesach good for without a head?”
The Rebbe blessed him, and, soon after, his memory began to improve.
Years later, at a Chasidic gathering after Rabbi Menachem Mendel’s passing, Pesach 

Moses told Aaron, “Come close to the altar” (Lev. 9:7)
Rashi states: Aaron was reserved and afraid to come close. 
Moses said, “Why are you reserved? For this you were 
chosen.” The Baal Shem Tov explains Rashi’s comments in 
the following manner: You were chosen for this – because 
of your reserve and modesty, and your doubts about 
being worthy to carry out the Divine service. These are the 
qualities that demonstrate that you are fit for the job.

And Aaron raised his hands toward the people and 
blessed them (Lev. 9:22)
Why did Aaron, not Moses, bless the Jewish people? The 
Divine Presence could only rest in the Tabernacle after the 
sin of the Golden Calf was atoned for. Aaron was the one 
who had to effect the atonement, as it was he who was 
ultimately responsible for the sin having been committed 
in the first place. Therefore, he was the one to bless the 
people.   (The Rebbe)

Fire came forth from before G-d and it consumed them, 
so that they died before G-d (Lev. 10:2)
What was the failing of Nadav and Avihu, two sons of 
Aaron, that they were killed by a G-dly flame when they 
offered an unauthorized fire? They desired to be one with 
G-d spiritually (through the sacrifice) rather than remain 
in this physical world. The spiritual high was not brought 
down into practicality. (Rabbi Sholom Ber of Lubavitch)

Yet these you may eat (Lev. 11:21)
The Torah does not content itself with giving us signs of 
purity to look for when it tells us which animals are kosher, 
it actually lists each and every one which is permissible. 
In the thousands of years which have elapsed since the 
Torah was given, not one animal, bird or creature has been 
discovered by man to possess those signs, which were not 
specifically mentioned in the Torah. (Kuzari Hechadash)

7:11 Candle Lighting Time
NY Metro Area
27 Nissan/April 9
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lamented, “Oy, Rebbe, my memory is failing me again!”
Pesach suffered from memory loss for the rest of his life. Some 
mornings, he would go to synagogue and pray, spending many 
hours in contemplation. But by the time he left the synagogue, 
he had already forgotten that he had been there, and would return 
again to pray.
When his friends pointed this out, Pesach responded, “To pray twice, 
it’s possible. But not to pray at all? This, for me, can never be.”
Dovid Zaklikowski is a biographer and story teller. His latest book is Story Bites: 
Short Stories to Savor. His books are available on HasidicArchives.com or Amazon. 
He could be reached at dovidzak@gmail.com.


